ON CHRISTMAS EVE 


A MEDITATION 


Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. Luke ii. 10-11. 


The little word ‘you’ should make us joyful. For unto whom does 
He speak? Unto wood or stones? Nay, verily, He speaks unto men; and 
not unto one or two, but unto all the people. How then shall we 
understand these words? Shall we yet doubt the grace of God and say: 
‘St. Peter and St. Paul may well rejoice that their Saviour is come, 
but I may not, I am a wretched sinner; the dear and precious treasure 
is not for me!’ My friend, if thou wilt say: He is not mine, then shall 
I say: Whose is He then? Has He come to save another creature, yea, 
of a truth, He had assumed the likeness of that creature. But now He 
hath been made the Son of Man. 


And who art thou, and who am I? Are we not likewise sons of 
men? Yea verily, we are! Who, then, but men should receive this child? 
The angels do not need Him. The devils do not want Him. But we need 
Him, and for our sake was He made Man. Thus it behooves us to 
receive Him joyfully, as here the angels say: ‘Unto you is born a 
Saviour’. Is it not a great and marvelous thing that an angel should 
come from heaven with such good news? and that afterwards so many 
thousands of angels are filled with overflowing joy, which makes them 
desire that we should also be glad, and should receive such grace with 
thankful hearts? And therefore we should write this little word (with 
flaming letters) in our hearts: ‘For You’ and should joyfully welcome 
the birth of this Saviour. 


Sermon for Christmas Day, 1544. —MArTIN LUTHER 


Used with permission of Muhlenberg Press. From Day by Day We Magnify Thee. 


-EMBER 1959 


JE SANTMIRE 
editorial 


UTH SHAFFER 
subscription 


rol. LXXI, No. 12 


THER LIFE is the 
hth magazine of the 
ited Lutheran Church 
‘America. It is pub- 
sed monthly by the 
ther League of 
jerica, official young 
pple’s organization 
‘the ULCA. 


blication of fice: 


izttown Publishing 
pany, 241 West 
tin St., Kutztown, Pa. 


scription rates: 


gle subscriptions 
yer year. Club 
riptions of 10 or 
. $1.75 each per 

r. Entered as sec- 

1 class matter at 
wn, Pa. 


Luther Life 


IN THIS ISSUE 


GUMDROP# DOLIRes y cle ee ee ee eee 2 


Oliver Andresen 


INACTIVITY Mace sedans Anansi Se ee sead teres bre neeeye 14 
Krister Stendahl 


EverRYBoDY HAs A THEOLOGY ............ 16 


Marianka Fousek 


GEIRISTIANSPAND! SE XP et Me © osc teelte aeetete. 20 
CHRISTMAS AND COMMERCIALISM .....-..-- 24 
Otto Bremer 
PULA PLP ESINDEX 105 Oee eam feet. ay 
RSD RU Ma LAUDAMUS © seta can rete treaBehs > seta » 37 
YOURGOLEEPING LALENTS ©, fois suse cto 4 s+ sme 42 
Constance Parvey 
BEAR AIT GU GAVPICTUREPOTOR Gilt. es sins 5. 48 
EVENITGE Ata Sohne atah ier onscenearyith cetih ¢ Be LRN: OPH) 5 
IM OVIBEINE VIEWS tat tists the pad, (hits co see RTO eo 56 
DOORE REVIEW Sur tie cee eee oie ster ape asthe tess 58 
COUNE LAME AP ME er ee vee lw Wen e 60 
COPA RR ace ae, a kets, ial Valse et ete « 64 


COVER: Original lithograph by Harriet Klaiber 


ADDRESS CHANGE AND RENEWALS 


should be sent to: Luther League of America, 2900 Queen 
Lane, Philadelphia 29, Pa. Please allow four weeks for the 
change to be effective. To insure accuracy, send your 
present address sticker and your new address. 


sumdrop 
doll 


by Oliver Andrese 


I REMEMBER a particular Christmas dinner when my older siste 
managed the decorations for the table. The motif, as I recall, we 
a snow scene. The center piece was an enormous snowball made from 
basketball wrapped in cotton. It was decorated with sprigs of holly an 
gumdrop dolls sliding down its sides on paper sleds. 

These gumdrop dolls, in fact, caused so much enthusiasm among th 
younger members of the family that my sister decided to make one fe 
each place setting. Each doll was to represent the person sitting ther 
Mine was a green, long-legged boy with licorice eyes and marshmalloy 
hair. “That’s you,” said my sister, putting him by my plate. 

As it was Christmas Eve, I was already glassy-eyed with excit 
ment. “I’m not going to eat mine until Christmas is over and I have a 
my presents,” I said. 

Of course there were other activities to be attended to. The Wi 
Men’s candle, which burned a little lower each year, had to be light 
and put in the window. My older brothers dropped in with their gir 
on the way to a party so the rest of us could see everyone all dress 
up. There were hushed conferences among my mother and father a 
older sister about those bulky packages in forbidden closets. 

But my mind kept going back to my own candied image by 
plate in the dark dining room. I had decided now that I would f 
mally end Christmas the next night by eating that doll. I had plann 
the proceedings in detail. I would do it in the large velvet chair by t 
Christmas tree. I would begin by biting off its head. 

My father woke us next morning, as was his custom, by ringing 
strap of sleighbells while coming up the stairs. This was the sign 
for all of us to assemble in the upper hall and to go down togeth 
In later years there was some delay in arousing our older brothers w 
for reasons of their own wished to sleep longer. But at last we wou 
all come down to the gifts under the tree. As I was the youngest, 
share was usually pretty large. This particular year it was enormous. 


In fact, the entire day had begun just as I thought it should when 
suddenly the doorbell rang. My older sister opened the door to a boy 
whom none of us knew very well. He had never come to our house be- 
fore. His name was Johnny Kahoot. Johnny was about sixteen and 
dressed in a red jacket, ski pants and high leather boots. Did we want 
yur sidewalk shoveled, he asked ? 

“You want to shovel snow at seven-thirty Christmas morning?” my 
father asked. 

Johnny Kahoot replied with that strange smile of his. While my 
father set him to work, my older brothers, exchanged a wink and shook 
their heads. Everyone knew that Johnny Kahoot was peculiar. 

All morning while we carried on with Christmas inside, Johnny 
Kahoot was outside throwing great shovelsful of snow into the air. Oc- 
casionally he would stop to blow out clouds of frosty breath and run his 
sleeve across his nose. 

At eleven-thirty he rang the bell again. After paying him my father 
asked him to step inside to warm up a bit and see the tree. He stood by 
she door with that silly smile while the snow dripped from his clothes 
0 the floor. One of my brothers showed him a pair of gloves just un- 
wrapped. But the rest of us occupied ourselves in silence, waiting for 
aim to be gone. Once he called out to me, asking what I had gotten 
that I liked the best. I answered quietly that I liked my train the best. 
When he said he didn’t hear me, I shouted, “My train!” louder than 
was necessary. Then nobody said anything. 

Johnny didn’t seem to know exactly in what manner to leave when 
my mother came in from the kitchen. ‘““Why don’t you stay for dinner?” 
she asked. 

I was thunderstruck. Christmas was a family day! With wild eyes 
[ look at the other members of the family, but no one else seemed so 
disturbed as I. 

Johnny was too shy to give an audible answer. His perpetual smile 
was taken as an acknowledgement of his acceptance. 

At last we were all called in around the table. The huge snowball 
with its frolicking candy kids tumbling down its sides looked like a mintia- 
ure toyland in the candlelight. Older members of the family commented 
mn the table’s beauty and my sister glowed with their compliments. But 
he fun was gone for me. Everything looked strange and out of place 
9ecause Johnny Kahoot with his silly smile was there. 

Another place had to be prepared, of course. An extra plate was 
sent for. More silverware was taken from the old buffet. Yet my sister 
seemed quite enthusiastic about these added preparations. She even offered 
um her gumdrop doll for his place. 

“No, here,” said my mother. ‘‘This one is for a boy.’’ And she took 
ny own little green candied image and put it down by the plate of Johnny 
Kahoot. I had to shut my eyes to keep from embarrassing myself. 


While my father carved the turkey, he commented on Johnny’s goo 
job of shoveling. Johnny increased his ridiculous smile. Then my mothe 
said that it was fine to see young people work like that and Johnny’s smil 
grew even wider and sillier. Then one of my brothers said he had hear 
at school that Johnny was a good worker, and my older sister said sh 
had heard that too. 

All of a sudden Johnny began to do the talking. He said he we 
earning money for a trip somewhere next summer. He said he had sever 
teen dollars and that he was going to buy a car. He said if he got a ca 
some other boys might go too. Even with his mouth full of turkey an 
sweet potatoes he kept talking. He stopped only now and then to sni 
and run the back of his hand across his damp nose. When someone neede 
more water, Johnny took the pitcher to the kitchen for a refill. Everyon 
said how nice he was when he brought it back again. 

Then he began to say things that were funny. At least he tried t 
be funny and everyone laughed a great deal. To climax this little shov 
he suddenly picked up my green candy doll. I watched with horror, e 
pecting him to throw it into his grinning mouth. Instead, with his clubk 
fingers, he twisted off its legs and stuck them on its head. “Now it 
a rabbit,” he said. ‘Here, I made a rabbit for you.” And he reached 1 
front of my mother to put it by my plate again. 

“That’s cute,” said my sister while everyone laughed. I hard 
managed a smile. At that moment Christmas was over as far as I wi 
concerned, 

My father and sister saw Johnny Kahoot to the door. They had aske 
him to stay to hear Lionel Barrymore play Scrooge on the radio, but f 
declined. He said he hoped to get another shoveling job while the su 
was still up and hurried down our sidewalk between the freshly pile 
banks of snow with his shovel on his shoulder. 

“Nicest Christmas dinner this family’s ever had,” said my fathe 
taking my sister's arm as they went into the radio room. 

My sister smiled and nodded. She seemed awfully happy about ever 
thing. But I had to be several Christmases older before I knew wh 
they meant. 


LUTHER LIFE IS YOU! 


Our artist for “Everybody Has A Theology” (page 16) is a leaguer from St. 
Mark’s Church in Ada, Ohio. Marianne Pifer is a sophomore at Ada High 
School where she is art editor for the School newspaper. In addition to mimeo- 
graphing and addressing work for her Pastor, the Rev. Loren Wyandt, Mari- 


anne does publicity work for the Muhlenberg Federation. She hopes to study 
art in college. LUTHER LIFE ‘discovered’ Marianne at CU where she partici- 
pated in Dr. Robert Huldschiner’s writing workshop. 


EVENTS 


CHURCH COMMERCIALISM SCORED 


Commercialism in the Church has been hit from more than one 
juarter in the past few months. The magazine Christian Century pub- 
ished a vigorous editorial on Protestant fund-raising activities. ‘It is time 
omeone blew the trumpet for a halt,” stated the editorial. ‘‘For all the 
igger issues that confront the churches, few smaller ones do more to 
livert the Church from its real purposes than the something for nothing 
ommercialism that meets such wide acceptance on the American religious 
cene. Thousands of Protestant Church bazaars, carnivals and ‘summer 
airs’ are slightly more respectable than Las Vegas.” 

The United Press International news agency wrote a story on the 
ventury editorial and also quoted from the LLA Guiding Statement on 
Sommercialism which was adopted by the biennial convention in August. 
“his syndicated article then appeared in a number of large newspapers 
hroughout the country. When the Chicago Daily News carried the UPI 
rticle on page two, a group of Presbyterian women in that city moved 
9 cancel their popular annual bazaar. 

The LLA office has received at the rate of two and three a day re- 
juests for copies of the Guiding Statement from Baptist, Episcopal, Pres- 
yterian, Methodist and other Protestant groups. A Princeton Seminary 
ofessor also requested a number of copies of the Statement for use in 

seminar on New Testament Ethics. 

LUTHER LIFE plans a series of ‘follow-up’ articles on Commer- 
jalism. One appears in this issue, “Christmas and Commercialism.” In 
february there will be printed a commentary explaining the Guiding 
tatement. 


1960 LLA WORK CAMPS 


_ The 1960 LLA Work Camp Sites were announced recently. Projects 
ext summer represent top-flight opportunities for service to young people. 
the seven Work Camp locations are: 


DES MOINES, IOWA—July 12-21: Painting and repairing at the 
Liverside-Bidwell Settlement House. Extra work in homes of community. 
tudy of ‘“‘marginal’’ section of city. 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN—July 19-28: Work in inter-racial, 
iner-city congregation. Study of changing city life and the church's 
esponsibility. 


EVENTS 


ZELIENOPLE, PENNSYLVANIA—July 12-21: Maintenan 
work in connection with the Lutheran Children’s Home. Examination | 
Christian concern for children with problems. 


ALBANY, NEW YORK—July 19-28: Painting and landscaping 
Clinton Square Neighborhood Center and Day Camp. Center serves inte 
racial community. 


NORRISTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA—July 12-28: Work will 
done on the recreation area at the Norristown State Hospital. Limited co 
tacts will be made with patients. Study of Christian concerns in ment 
hygiene. 


EDINBURG, TEXAS—July 13-28: Work among Mexican migra 
workers in the Brownsville area. Study of migrants’ problems and t 
church’s ministry to them. 


BRITISH GUIANA, SOUTH AMERICA—July 12—August 2 
Project related to the life and work of the Lutheran Church in Briti 
Guiana. Study of the church’s “international outreach.” Limited to I 
theran participants. 


Additional information may be obtained by writing to Luther Leag 
Work Camps, 2900 Queen Lane, Philadelphia 29, Pennsylvania. 


CONVENTIONS 
SOUTH CAROLINA 


“Christ Calls YOUth” was the theme of the Luther League of Sot 
Carolina Convention held at Newberry College. At the opening you 
rally, LLA Executive Secretary, Leslie Conrad, emphasized the little +h 
YOUth by saying that Christ wants you to serve Him with the ead, 1 
heart, and the hands. He challenged youth fo /onor their 1 to hr 
and fo heed His call, to Aate sin and resist temptation, and finally to he 
through evangelism. The convention theme was also carried out by t 

‘ chaplain, Pastor Everette Lineberger, in his morning meditations. 


During the business sessions presided over by Ina Roof, preside 
a budget of $6,658.90 was Bagped: A check for $2,139.90, presented 
LLA Representative, Tom Ridenhour, made LLSC the second state to f 
their 1959 LLA apportionment in full. Checks were also presented to t 
Chester-York Parish, the home mission project, and to Southern Ser 
nary, the education project. 


EVENTS 


A novel feature of the entertainment program was the presentation 
f a musical production from “Oklahoma!” by a cast of leaguers from 
1roughout the state. The production was directed by Fred Williams, 
outhern Conference Chairman, and Ina Roof was the accompanist. 


ara. 


Bie Be 


Wedisnaneee mare 


SOUTH CAROLINA “OKLAHOMA!” 


| 


Officers for 1959-60 are Ina Roof, president; Fred Williams, vice 
resident; Barbara Frick, secretary; Georgia Livingston, treasurer; Barbara 
fawkins, Christian vocation; Blease Graham, evangelism; Edna Earl Fant, 
lissions; Janet Wyse, social action; Eleanor Houck, recreation; Brenta 
“och, publicity and publications; Jimmy Parks, statistics and records; 
Aation Clark, convention program; Ozzie Herlong, parish education; and 
cay Hotinger, parish education. 


The conference chairmen are Glenn Boland, Central; Elma Jean 
iester, Newberry; Heyward Brock, Piedmont; Marlene Siegmann, South- 
mm; and Larry Wolff, Western. 


NEW JERSEY 


The theme for the 5th Annual Convention of the Luther League of 
Jew Jersey was “Time for Christ.” The Rev. Lawrence Nelson, Chairman 
f Youth Work on the Board of Parish Education of the ULCA was 
haplain. Leaguers attended a carnival presented by the LLNJ Recreation 


EVENTS 


Committee before participating in fellowship singing devotions and tt 
official opening of the convention. The major items of business were th 
adoption of the Guiding Statement on Commercialism for Luther Leagu 
and a report that caravaning will begin in the LLNJ in the early part « 
1960. The following officers were elected: president, Fred Berkobin; vic 
pres., Charles Bergstrom; recording secy., Linda Ballistreri; correspondin 
secy., Lois Schutz; Treas., Kenneth Steinberg. The Rev. Leslie Conra 
Jr. was banquet speaker and LLA representative. The new officers wei 
tnstalled at the Communion Service Sunday morning. 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 


Pittsburgh Synod leaguers heard keynoter Pastor Charles W. Carlsc 
speak on the theme “My Life For Christ’’ at their 20th Annual Conventic 
at Thiel College. During the business sessions a Financial Secretary w 
elected for the first time to supervise the program ‘Our Stewardship « 
Money.” A new set of By-Laws which will eliminate the individual Co: 
ference Constitutions, went into effect September first. Al Daly broug 
LLA greetings to the convention. Elected officers for 1959-60 are: prex 
Donna Chanon; vice-prexy, Bill Hauser; secretary, Pat Gordon; treasure 
Nancy Willman; Financial secy., Jim Gahagen; Statistician, Bill Coffe 
The evening programs were highlighted by a first night reception, 
“Round-Up”, and a play entitled “It is I, Lord,” presented by the Green 
burg Conference leaguers. 


PACIFIC SOUTHWEST 


“The Cross—Your Key to the Future’ was the theme which t 
Rev. Donald E. Wagner developed for the leaguers of the Pacific Sout 
west Synod in their 13th Annual Convention on the campus of t 
University of Redlands. Pastor Wagner told of “Desire” (if any m 
desires to come after me... ), of “Mending Sails in a Windstorm,” ai 
how ‘‘Faith is Obedience, Too.” 


A fellowship which began with Holy Communion and which includ 
study, recreation, worship and prayer filled the weekend. The followi 
new executive committee was installed: president, John Koskinen, J 
vice-president, Chuck Burns; cor. secy., Virginia Henry; rec. secy., Nan 
Petersen; treas., Bob Vogel; financial secy., Karen Lensar. 


EVENTS 


FLASHES FROM LOCAL LEAGUES 
ERIE CONFERENCE 


Leaguers of the Erie Conference participated in the task of assembling 
bout one-half million title cards 
or a new card-file catalog of 
udio-visual aids put out by the 
‘ittsburgh Synod. A total of 75 
saguers representing six congre- 
ational leagues volunteered two 
venings a week for two months 
nis summer at the request of 
Aarilyn Huff, President of the 
irie Conference LL. Leaguers 
led file boxes with about 600 
ets of cards, after arranging 
ach set of 800 cards in alpha- 
retical order. 


Around and around .. . 


TAVISTOCK, ONTARIO 


The members of Trinity League Tavistock, repainted the wrought 
ron fence in front of the Church as a service project. On Sept. 6th, the 
Congregation of Trinity, Tavistock celebrated the 75th Anniversary of the 
muilding of the present Church. The Congregation was formed in 1832. 


28 members of Trinity League also enjoyed a hayride in August. Mr. 
George Wilhelm, father of three leaguers drove the tractor during the 
vening’s fun. (For the benefit of our American neighbours, we do have 
norses in Canada, but very few can stand the noise and excitement of one 
of our hayrides.) After a memorable trip over rough country roads and 
hrough a bush (where the driver got lost), we eventually found our way 
sack to the farm, where the Leaguers cleaned up on eight dozen hot dogs 
und two cases of pop. 


—Ron Seltzer 


HAS YOUR LEAGUE been in LUTHER LIFE lately? Write and 
tell us what YOU’VE been doing. EVENTS can be an IDEA- 
EXCHANGE DEPARTMENT! LUTHER LIFE IS YOU! 


| . 


EVENTS 


BATESBURG, S.C., SERVICE PROJECT 


Equipped with the desire to spread cheer and make their Christian lov 
an active reality, leaguers from Faith Church, Batesburg, S.C., journeye 
to the Lowman Home for the Aged and Helpless at White Rock, S.t 
There they presented a corsage—her first—to their adopted membe 
Laura Meyers. Then they brought Laura to Batesburg, where she attende 
the Senior Class and Church services with many of the leaguers. Laura w: 
honored with a luncheon attended by all the LL executive committee. TI 
group conducted a tour of the community for her, pointing out plac 
where the leaguers spend much of their time. The day ended with a felloy 
ship supper and a Vesper service. Many of the leaguers are writing | 
Laura, and they plan another exchange of visits with White Rock. 


CONVENTION HOST CONGREGATIONAL LEAGUE 


Leaguers of Our Redeemer Church, Montgomery, Alabama, took pa 
in the 99th Annual Convention of the Georgia-Alabama Synod held Mz 
5-8 in their congregation. A work session on the Sunday night prior to tl 
convention helped re-arrange tables and rooms and equipment for the con 
fort of the convention delegates. Seven of the congregational leagv 
members gave a presentation on the five-fold program. Using the materi 
in “5-D’’ Leagues (by Robert Menges, May LUTHER LIFE) a skit w: 
given in which five of the Leaguers represented youth with a problem, the 
doing some thinking, then finding the answer in the five-divisional prograt 
of the congregational league. Leaguers worked under the direction of the 
pastor, Raymond E. Davis, Jr., who is also Advisor to the Synodical LI 
Other leaguers conducted the opening devotions at the special evenin 
presentation on Parish Education. These worked under the direction of D 
Raymond L. Walter, chairman of Our Redeemer’s Parish Educatio 
Committee. 


Left to right Our 
Redeemer leaguers: 

Jo Ann Knutson, 

Tommy Albrecht, 

Ronnie Spenny, 

Alice Tindle, 

5-D poster, Suzanne 
Gilbert, Jack Riseden, 
Nancy Hagen (1959-60 
local prexy.) 


EVENTS 
STRATFORD CONFERENCE 


Over 125 leaguers were present at the Stratford Conference Weiner 
oast held at St. James, North Easthope. In charge of the recreational 
rogram was Percy Hohner, President of Trinity LL, Tavistock. The 
2aguers participated in a number of games before entering the Sunday 
chool for devotions prepared and conducted by Rev. W. Becker, London. 
Jutside again, the leaguers swooped down on the hot dogs and made short 
vork of the refreshments. 


YOUTH SUNDAY PROGRAMS 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 


The leagues of Luther Memorial (ULCA), Faith (Augustana), 
nd St. John’s (ULCA), all of Springfield, Hlinois, observed Youth 
unday with a banquet and program featuring the drama ‘In This 
ign Conquer.” 


HOPE LEAGUE, DETROIT 


Hope Luther League of Detroit, Michigan, presented the “usual” 
Youth Sunday program at Hope Church, but from all the favorable and 
nthusiastic reaction, they made good use of an wnusual sermon presenta- 
ion. To interpret the theme “In This Sign Conquer’ dramatic episodes 
rom both Ralph Hellerich’s fantasy written especially for Youth Sunday 
nnd from Robert Huldschiner’s ‘Space Isn’t Far Enough,’ were woven 
ogether into a “sermon.” This was given in dialogue form from the pulpit 
ind lectern. Leaguers Dan Chartier, Ken Cleveland, Carole Eaton, and 
chuck Redmond, with Vicar Bob Walters and a special all-youth choir 
ind ushering team, participated in the service. By popular demand the 
‘sermon’ was to be repeated at Hope Church’s suburban extension in 
Livonia. 


EPHRATA, PENNA. 


Because the Annual Farm Show in the area made it almost impossible 
© collect all the leaguers to rehearse for ‘In This Sign Conquer’, Berg- 
trasse leaguers used their ingenuity to prepare their program. They tape- 
ecorded all the dialogues and then pantomimed the action. The dramatiza- 
ion was done at a Vesper Service of the congregation, where it was well 
ceived by parents and leaguers. Many people commented that they could 
rear all the parts very clearly with the recorder speakers. 
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LEAGUERS IN THE NEWS 
PREXY PROFESSIONAL 


Bill Shaffer, newly-elected president of 
the Luther League of the West Virginia 
Synod, is getting plenty of experience in 
gavel swinging these days. A month prior 
to his choice as head of W. Va. Synod 
Luther Leaguers, he was elected governor 
of Mountaineer (W. Va.) Boys’ State 
(see photo) and presided over the sessions 
at the State 4-H Camp at Jackson’s Mill. 
In addition, he is W. Va. State Student 
Council president and president of the 
Student Body at West Side High School in 
Fairmont, W. Va. 

Bill has been active in LL work on all 
levels having been synodical vice-presi- 
dent and evangelism secretary, Mononga- Bill presiding as Governor at 
hela Valley district president, and vice- Mountaineer Boys’ State. : 
president and president of his local league at Grace Lutheran, Fairmont. 


PREXY WINS SCHOLARSHIP 


Deann Eliason, re-elected president of the North Dakota State Luthe 
League has won a National Merit Scholarship in nationwide competition 
Deann who graduated from Grand Forks Central High School, was one o 
two winners in North Dakota. More than 14,500 U. S. high schools parti 
cipated in the competition. The scholarship is awarded to about six senior 
in 10,000. Deann plans to enter the University of North Dakota is: 
major in mathematics. She hopes to enter teaching in this field. 


new film... 


ONE LOVE—CONFLICTING FAITHS 


on the problems of interfaith marriage 


For Jeu Rental: Black and White ......... $5.00 Order from the 
parents Methodist Publishing 
 iuliact Color ire sas crite ree in cea 8.00"; hee a nearen’ you 


EVENTS 
SWIM CHAMP 


Janet Holly Weissbrodt, a leaguer of Trinity Lutheran Church, Fort 
Vayne, Indiana won first place gold medals in both the 100-yard Free 
tyle and the 50-yard Backstroke in the State Junior Olympic Swim Meet 
eld at Muncie, Indiana. Janet has been collecting medals ever since her 
first competitive swim meet in De- 
cember, 1957. Early this year she 
was selected as a member of the 
American All-Star Swim Team to 
compete against the Canadian All- 
Stars. In addition to all this she has 
won local honors for school art 
work and several open exhibits, 
studies piano, attends Camp Luther- 
wald and assists in Sunday School. 
Jan says that while she enjoys com- 
petitive swimming as a sport, she 
hopes to give it up soon to devote 
more time to more creative work in 
her Church, school and piano and 
art studies. 


LLA Mermaid 


LLC OFFICERS’ CONFERENCE 


The second Luther League of Canada Officers’ Conference was plan- 
ied for Camp Edgewood, in September. Workshops were offered on the 
‘ollowing positions—president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, advisors, 
ind the publicity, missions, social action, recreation, evangelism and 
hristian vocation sec’ys. The day’s agenda included Bible Study, 2 work- 
hop periods, and organized recreation. During the afternoon, Leaguers 
were asked to voice their complaints and criticisms regarding LLC Con- 
vention, Summer Camp, and Summer School. 


Have YOU told your friends about LUTHER LIFE? They don’t have to be Luth- 


eran to read and subscribe to your youth magazine. Why not give LUTHER 


* LIFE for Christmas gifts? ! 
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Nativity 


by Krister Stendahl 


Just as we meet new vocabulary when we learn about science or music or sports, so 
learning about the Bible teaches us new words. This article introduces us to one: 
kerygma (ke-rig’-ma) which means “the proclamation of the basic events of the 
Gospel.” The adjective is kerygmatic (ker-ig-mat’-ik). Watch how these are used here. 


Gee ies is in a way the least biblical of all the festivals of the 
Church year. The Church had enjoyed some vigorous centuries of its 
history before the Birth of Christ was celebrated as an event in its own 
right, worthy of such public attention. None of the kerygmatic summaries 
in the Acts of the Apostles or in the Epistles mention the Birth as one of 
the crucial data; they all have the Death and the Resurrection in glorious 
focus. In this respect, the Gospel of Mark is faithful to the structure of 
the kerygma which it expands, but not back beyond the ministry of John 
the Baptist, when Luke summarizes the content of his gospel in Acts, he 
does not feel compelled to mention again what is found in Luke 1-2. 

The first attempts in the direction of a Christmas celebration are 
found under the heading ‘Epiphany’, that is, “manifestation” or “appear- 
ance.” But here the appearance of Jesus is a most comprehensive thing, 
ranging from his Birth to his Baptism, and all is brought together into 
one “event,” the Epiphany: 


The whole creation proclaims, 
The Magi proclaim, 
The star proclaims: 
Behold, the king’s son is here! 


The heavens are opened, 

The waters of Jordan sparkle, 
The dove appears: 

This is my beloved son! 


(Ephraem Syrus) 


When the celebration of Christmas finally is observed in the West as 
separate from the Epiphany, dogmatic considerations, cultural intercourse, 
and missionary strategy play their obvious parts. But the material of the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke furnish the decisive material. Thus we are 
on “biblical ground.” Why then argue with history? 


Perhaps it gives us a perspective in which Christmas becomes what it 
actually is in the New Testament: a family affair of the Household of 
God. Not a kerygmatic event, not a credal Here I Stand. ‘‘And Mary kept 
all these things and pondered them in her heart.” 


The reflections of the early Christians on the Birth of Jesus, which 
have come down to us in rather different forms—no events or data being 
really the same in Matthew and Luke—are full of awe and reverence. 
Thus they witness to the natural curiosity of love for Jesus Christ, curiosity 
and love which could not stop where the “‘gospel’’ started, by which the 
believers had been brought to faith and freedom. From the very beginning 
the question about his birth must have been raised. In the teaching and 
in the questions and answers, both in formal and informal gatherings, this 
curiosity must have become manifest. And answers must have been given. 
How could the family be a family without such questions? It is actually 
the more remarkable that these questions did not affect the kerygma. They 
were and they remained a family affair, a family tradition. 


But a “family affair’ it is also in a different and deeper sense. The 
only time Paul refers explicitly to the Birth of Jesus, he says: ‘But when 
the fullness of time came, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the Law, in order to redeem those who were under the Law, so 
that we should receive the status of free sons.” (Gal. 4:4f.) 


Thus our Christian existence as “children of God”’ is related to the 
child once born in Bethlehem. From this point the Christmas gospel takes 
on powerful significance. The Jews were ‘‘children of God’’ through the 
ages, but the Law had kept them in custody, so that they have not been able 
to enjoy the freedom of their sonship. We Gentiles are now made sons by 
a glorious adoption, and we can say Abba, Father to the Lord of the 
Universe. To be a child of God is not a self-evident fact, a peaceful idea, 
which works for unity in the world and therefore must be commendable to 
all men of good will. Its true meaning and the spring of its continuous 
origin is in Christ who identified himself with us and made us his free 
brothers and sisters. 


In this sense Christmas contains the Magna Carta for the household 
of God. It is a family affair. And there is perhaps more truth in the words 
than they actually deserve, when we say that no one can appreciate Christ- 
mas as much as children. Even the highly secularized and commercialized 
tradition of gifts and cards and all the rest has a profound meaning some- 
where deep down. For Christmas is our birthday as children of God. 
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. . . and the color and shape 
make a difference 


by Marianka Fousek 


drawings by Marianne Pifer, 
leaguer from Ada, Ohio 


Heese has a theology, good or bad, but never indifferent. In our times 
most everybody’s theology is pretty bad. It’s vague, not thought out carefully, 
and rarely based on any serious reading. We are somehow scared to look inte 
each other’s beliefs, even into our own. Most of us have only a hazy idea what 
theology is all about, except that, of course, it’s all ‘over our heads.’ 

It hasn’t always been this way, you know. In the days of the Early Church, 
say in the 4th century, as well as during the Reformation, people used to get 
excited about theology. They talked about it on street corners and over dinner 
tables, much as we discuss our favorite baseball, football or basketball teams. 
There were even popular songs, cartoons, and comic-strips about different 
theological issues. Church people in the 15th and 16th centuries didn’t have te 
rely on thin magazines ee Sunday School pamphlets to learn something about 
their faith. Their faith was their /ife. Everything they did was related to their 
theology, and they knew it. The contents of the Bible and the meaning of Christ 
for their everyday lives was as familiar to them as American popular music an 
baseball standings are to us. Theology was considered the ‘Queen of Sciences, 
and it belonged to everybody—not just to a few experts and professionals. 
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What is theology all about, and why do I say that everybody has one? The 
vord can be variously interpreted, and when it is used in its more specialized 
ense, of course, not everybody has it. Translated from the Greek literally, it 
means a discourse, or conversation, (/ogia), about God, (theos) just as biology 
iterally means a discourse about life (dos), and psychology, a discourse about 
he soul (psyche). Yet, words shift their meaning over the centuries. Psychology 
owadays has little to do with the ‘soul’ in the usual sense of the word, and 
heology means much more than just a conversation about God. 

Your theology is your stand toward the most important things in life. 
t's your interpretation of what life is all about. For the Christian, theology 
s what he thinks about God and God’s relationship to the world, how he looks 
t Jesus and the Church, and what these mean to him. The way the Christian 
nswers questions about God, Jesus and the Church, will affect the way he will 
apple with the deep problems which bother every thinking human being: 


What is the purpose of life, the meaning of death? 

Why is there evil and suffering in the world? 

Why is it easy for us to ignore evil and suffering, unless they 
happen to us? 

What is a man worth? How do you measure this worth? By his 
accent, his knowing how to get along, his clothes, or some- 
thing else? 

Is man just another animal? Why does he act like one sometimes? 

Is man basically good or bad or a complicated mixture and a mess? 

What is a ‘good life’? 


These are some of the questions about which everybody has to make up 
is mind, because we act upon our theology. Even the man who refuses to make 
p his mind has thereby made a decision. He has decided that he is just another 
iece of driftwood—and he will behave accordingly! 

There is an incredible variety of theologies in the world. Since it is important 
> know the truth as closely as a human being can—and we humans are all 
apable of making mistakes—the color and shape of our theology does make a 
ifference. Don’t swallow that line ‘It doesn’t matter what you believe, just so 
ng as you believe it sincerely.’”’” How many times have we heard that?! But if 
nis were true, then it wouldn’t have mattered when Hitler decided that “might 
vakes right’ and that the Jewish people weren’t worth human treatment. Hitler 
nd his followers certainly believed this with utmost sincerity! 

If the sincerity of a belief is all which finally matters, why should Luther 
ave bothered to attack the sale of indulgences? The people around him were 
uying them in the most sincere conviction that as soon as they paid the 
equired money, the souls of their dear dead would fly out of Purgatory straight 
ito Heaven! An uninformed sincere conviction does more harm than good. 

. It is obvious that a person’s life is shaped by his theology. Take two exam- 
les of non-Christian theologies. Some people decide that nothing we do matters, 
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because our lives are ruled by fate or circumstances. There is no great plan o 
purpose into which we fit with the rest of mankind, there is only the whim anc 
fancy of chance and accident. So they arrange their lives accordingly. They mak: 
the most of every opportunity to make life as easy as possible for themselves 
They don’t get involved with anybody, they’re not responsible to anyone. 


Then again some followers of Indian religions have concluded that Jif 
is really evil. The best way to deal with this evil they say is to ignore it, ‘ris: 
above it.’ So they turn their backs on all pain and human desires, and they neve. 
do anything to relieve the suffering of people in this world. 

But there are many different Christian theologies, too. Some are truer t¢ 
the spirit of the New Testament than others, while there are some which don’ 
deserve the name ‘Christian.’ 

Among the theologies we should hesitate to call ‘Christian’ are those whic 
give a distorted view of God and his relationship to men. They try to make Go 
into a kind of monster who can handle his creatures only by the threat of brim 
stone and hell-fire. They see God only as a terrible Judge and say little abou 
the wondrous Creator of the Universe who out of great love and concern fo 
his creatures has sent his Son to lighten the darkness of our sin. 

Other people distort the figure of Jesus. Sometimes we see this even in ou 
Sunday School pictures. They present a nice man with long hair and flowin 
robes. He looks like he wouldn’t hurt anybody and certainly he wouldn’t as 
anybody to do anything unpleasant. In fact, if you take off the beard, he almos 
looks like our favorite Grandma! He makes no harsh demands on us and co 
mands no real awe and respect, just nice feelings. Where is the powerful rule 
of the Universe here? Where is the God whose love makes us responsible to ou 
fellow man? Where is the God who will judge us in the last day ? 

The Lutheran Church has always emphasized the importance of thoroug: 
training for her pastors and youth. She knows that what people think or don’ 
think about God and our relationship to him makes an awful lot of differenc 
Whether you knew it or not, what you learned in the SMALL CATECHIS 
was theology. And few young people in America were exposed to as much of 
as you. But there are two big problems with much of the theological trainin 
we get when we are Jr.-Hi's. 
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One, we often get it too much in lifeless, cut-and-dried formulas, without 
seing forced to think about what these big things mean. What does it mean, 
or instance, that Jesus is “true God and true MAN?” Could it perhaps mean 
hat God, yes, GOD decided to become, and really was, like you and me? That 
‘ometimes he didn’t know what to do next and was at his wits’ end? (His agony 
ind prayer in Gethsemane!) That sometimes he felt lost and forsaken ? (His cry 
om the cross!) That sometimes he was hit as hard by the Devil as you and I, 
verhaps even more? (“Who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
vithout sinning”, Heb. 4:15) What does all this say about this God of ours 
vho claims our allegiance ? 

The other chief trouble with our catechetical training is that it ends all 

heological education for most of us. We feel that after Confirmation we have sort 
of ‘graduated’ and that we now know all that is necessary. Of course, we do 
xot rest satisfied with what we have learned about the world we live in. At the 
ge of thirteen or fourteen we haven’t finished learning about nature, machines, 
yur bodies, our life’s work, or getting along with other people. How, then, can 
ve rest satisfied with what we have learned at that age about God and the 
meaning of life? 
Everything which is worth our respect demands something of us. It 
emands continual attention, thought and work on our part. So does the knowl- 
-dge of God and an understanding of our destiny as his sons and daughters. The 
idventure of Christian theology is to struggle toward this goal. 

Try reading one of Luthet’s sermons sometime. Keep in mind that he 
was preaching to ordinary people, some peasants, “non-professionals.” You 
night not understand everything he says, but he wasn’t preaching over their 
reads. Why? Because the Bible and theology were subjects right out of their 
daily experiences. Their faith wasn’t so ‘‘simple” that they passed the buck of 
snowing something about it onto a pastor or theologian or “'professional 
Christian.” 

What is your theology? You have one, you know. And it’s important what 
<ind. It might mean the difference between death and eternal life. 


TOPIC HELPS | 


ology and include the reading of this ar- 
ticle and discussion about what your group 
remembers from its Confirmation instruction. 
What do those memorized phrases really 


The best route to post-Confirmation theo- 
ogical understanding is good reading and 
onest discussion. Robert MacAffee’s book 
The Bible Speaks to You published by West- 
minister Press, is a good starter. It is loaded 
with questions for teenagers. Roland Bain- 
ion’s The Church of Our Fathers has a live- 
¥ presentation of the Church’s past struggles 
and some good examples of theological car- 
fons and drawings. Plan a topic on the- 


mean? Does memorizing them make you a 
better Christian? Plan a special topic around 
one of Luther’s Christmas sermons. Read 
portions and then discuss what he means. 
Does your Sunday School and Confirmation 
training so far give you good enough back- 
ground to really understand? Plan what 
your group can do to “grow theologically” 
as well as socially and physically these next 
months. 
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O* question young people 


are always asking is: 
What is the Christian under- 
standing of sex? Often we 
Christians avoid the question. 
After all, it isn’t easy to dis- 
cuss. But there are times when 
the Church should teach very 
directly, what our faith has to 
say on such subjects. The Chris- 
tian should not be confused in 
an age of confusion, and yet 
he often is. 

Let’s start with the Bible. In 
his first letter to the Corin- 
thians Paul says: “What, know 
ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit . . . 
therefore, glorify God in your 
body.” Those men and women 
who first read that letter knew 
exactly what Paul was talking 
about. High on the hill stood 
the temple of Aphrodite with 
its thousand sacred prostitutes. 
In their false religion those 
pagans were worshipping their 
god or goddess with their 
bodies. But your bodies, says 
the Apostle, are more glorious 
temples of the Holy Spirit and 
you, too, in a Christian way, 
must glorify the one, true God 
with your bodies. 

So then, with the sanction of 
Paul we come to this theme of 
the Christian understanding of 
sex. Very simply, we have two 
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nes of approach. First of all, we 
nould know what the Christian un- 
erstanding of sex is mot. There are 
reat misconceptions, both among the 
ducated and uneducated, as to what 
re Christian faith says about sex. 
‘hen, we should ask what it is. We 
iould give the more positive state- 
rent. How can we glorify God in our 
odies ? 

First of all, we should realize that 
1e Christian understanding of sex is 
ot certain things. It is not hedonism, 
or one thing. Hedonism is the idea 
nat’ sex is justified for immediate 
leasure and lets it go at that. Quite 
bviously, Christianity does not fit in 
vith that philosophy, no matter how 
ou figure it. ‘“Eat, drink and be merry 
or tomorrow we die” may be all right 
or some people. Sex is part of the 
merriment.” But we Christians take 
ur living and our dying seriously and 
ye simply could never eat, drink or be 
terry with a careless conscience. We 
an never be children of the moment 
1 sex or anything else. Hedonism as 
uch is out. 

Nor again is the Christian under- 
tanding of sex to be equated with 
rudery about the body. This is where 
nore of us are apt to be misled. We 
quate Christianity with Victorianism, 
od Victorianism tolerated sex but 
ept quiet about it as much as possible. 
understand it was even a rule of deli- 
acy in home libraries to keep books 
y male and female authors separated 
m the shelves. Again, we can say 
christianity is not to be equated with 
uch prudery, though at times some of 
ur churches may lean over this way. 
the body is God’s creation. 

. And again, sex for the Christian is 
ot just a biologic phenomenon. Dt. 


Kinsey has defined sex as a “normal 
biologic function acceptable in what- 
ever form it is manifested.” For the 
purposes of his study that definition 
may be adequate. For the Christian it 
is inadequate, as I believe Dr. Kinsey 
himself would admit. Sex for the 
Christian is more than a biologic func- 
tion. Man is more than a mammal, and 
in every sexual act more than biology 
is involved; the total person is in- 
volved. Culture is as much a part 
of sex, and morals, and psychology, 
and religion, as biology itself. The 
Christian can simply never allow him- 
self to be misled by any partial or frag- 
mented definition of the nature of man, 
helpful as that definition may be for a 
particular scientific experiment. Sex is 
not simply a biologic function. 

So much, then, for what the Chris- 
tian understanding of sex is not. It is 
not hedonism, the pursuit of immedi- 
ate pleasure only. It is not prudery and 
a distate for the things of the body. 
It is not just a biologic function accept- 
able in whatever form it is manifested ; 
it involves more of the person than 
that. When Paul said to the Corin- 
thians: “Glorify God in your body” he 
was thinking in terms of the total na- 
ture of man, and there the Christian 
starts in his understanding of sex. 

Let’s move on to the more positive 
teaching of our faith. Historically, 
Christianity has had three ways of 
understanding sex, all significant. And 
the first thing we should say is that, 


Printed with permission from “The 
Christian Understanding of Sex.’ 40c 
per dozen, $2.50 per 100 from Whitt- 
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if we are to glorify God in our bodies, 
we Christians must treat sex as 
sacramental. What do I mean? A 
sacrament is a mystery, the mystery of 
the union of physical and spiritual; 
one cannot be separated from the 
other, but each enhances and helps us 
appreciate the other. So, for the Chris- 
tian, sex is the physical accompaniment 
of a spiritual union and in it you are 
always faced with the deep mystery of 
that union. This is the sacramental 
understanding of sex in which the 
Church has always believed. 


You see, the wonderful thing about 
the Bible is that it never separates the 
physical from the spiritual. The very 
word for soul in the Old Testament, 
the Hebrew word “‘nephesh,’”’ means a 
union of body and spirit. And this 
union is what saved early Christianity 
from two evils. One was to say that 
the body is bad and try to get rid of it 
with its desires and demands. The 
other was to say that the things of the 
body are indifferent; they have nothing 
to do with the spirit; you can be the 
most cultured person in the things of 
the mind and yet in the things of the 
body be utterly debased and immoral 
—such a split Christianity could have 
chosen. But no, it held the two to- 
gether, body and spirit making soul, 
the real person. Paul said it was like a 
temple, the physical beauty of its 
arches and color and stone blending 
with the spiritual devotion of your 
heart in a mysterious oneness. You 
simply can’t separate the two, the phys- 
ical arch and the inner, spiritual light. 
This is the sacramental concept of life, 
and it's basic to a Christian under. 
standing of sex. 

For the Christian, then, sex that is 
just a mechanical physical act with 
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another person, without any union o 
spirits, is sin. It is false. It is eaud 
frustrating. This is what the Churc 
would have to say to any of its youn 
people. Anything that treats anothe 
person as a mechanism in turn become 
mechanical. The other person may be 
tool by which you relieve your sexu 
tensions, or your sense of infeiiorill 
or your starvation for affection, or you 
hatred of your parents, or your basi 
insecurity—but the other person’s 
tool, and any such sex destroys rathe 
than saves. You can read this in th 
sordid story of Tamar and Princ 
Amnon in the Old Testament. Th 
prince in the court of David seduced 
young girl and thought he had gotte} 
away with it. Many modern novels, | 
fear, would end there. But the Bibl 
tells. the story of the next morning. 
says very bluntly: “The hatred where 
with he hated her was greater than th 
love wherewith he had loved her.” Re 
member, that’s an old story, as old 
David's court, as old as human natur. 
unsacramental love becomes, sooner 
later, a terrible self-hatred and a hatre 
of others. 


Sex, then, for the Christian is sacr. 
mental, a physical accompaniment 
spiritual union. But sex for the Chri 
tian is, also, romantic. By that I me 
it’s deeply individual and persona 
Sex that is generalized deforms and d 
feats, but sex in a context of an ind 
vidual choice and loyalty gives newne 
of life to the lowliest. Sex for th 
Christian is always romantic, the mos 
individual and deeply personal thin 
you do. 

Obviously, this romantic concept 
sex opens the gate to the fullest em 
tional expression and satisfaction. B 
let's never forget that this romant 


aood of Christianity gives us all a 
arrible freedom. Actually, no one can 
ver know or judge what goes on be- 
ween you and the one you love, either 
ne heights or depths. There are no 
‘xed rules and Christianity is no legal- 
im in matters of sex. 


“Thou shalt not commit adultery” is 
good commandment. But clergymen 
save all known in their parishes men 
nd women who have never broken 
nat commandment, yet in their hearts 
hey have committed a thousand in- 
idelities until life has withered away 
a one horrible, armed truce that could 
.ot by any stretch of the imagination 
»e called a marriage. Keeping the com- 
aandment as such is never enough. 
And among our young people we often 
ty to set up our hard-and-fast rules: 
‘Thou shalt love but draw the line 
aere or here or here.’ Well, let’s admit 
line has to be drawn in all deeply 
sersonal relations but when all is said 
ind done, no one else can draw it for 
“ou. That’s the terrible freedom of 
yomantic love. Christianity chose that 
‘reedom, and continues to choose it. 

But Christianity not only says that 
“ex must be sacramental, and must be 
-omantic, deeply personal, it must also, 
© fulfill its function of glorifying God 
n our bodies, be socially responsible. 
Sex is our link to the past and our link 
‘0 the future, and no Christian should 
enter into it without a deep and last- 
ng sense of the sheer wonder of on- 
going life. After all, our years on this 
zarth are few enough, a mere “moment 
setween sun and frost.” But we are, 
also, part of an endless chain of life, 
and we are responsible to God and to 
men to see that that chain does not 
break at our link, nor life be wasted 
because of our indifference or selfish- 


ness or lack of faith. In the mystery 
of sex is hidden the mystery of new 
life, and only the most shallow soul 
can be careless before that mystery. 


This is expressed quite movingly at 
the Christian marriage service. It’s 
where the minister turns to the father 
and asks: ‘‘Who giveth this woman to 
be married to this man?” After re- 
sponding, the father turns, leaves the 
wedding party and is seated in the con- 
gregation. What does this symbolize ? 
It symbolizes the passing of one gener- 
ation from the stage of life, a genera- 
tion that has reared its children and 
brought new life and hope to this old 
universe. You see, in every wedding 
ceremony there is a shift of responsibil- 
ity from one generation to another, the 
responsibility for new life. And we 
glorify God when we hold this mys- 
tery of new life in fear and trembling. 

One final word. We do well to re- 
member that this Christian concept of 
sex is high and not easily achieved. 
There are times when we all fail. The 
sacramental escapes us, or we lose 
romance, or our responsibilities to life 
are forgotten. But we all have to be- 
lieve that this sort of love is worth 
achieving, and that this sort of love can 
be ours. Therefore, glorify your God 
not only in your souls but in your 


bodies. 


TOPIC HELPS 


Use the blackboard while giving this topic 
to list what a Christian understanding of 
sex is not and is. What does this writer say 
about the Christian view of the individual? 
What does this have to do with sex? Which 
of these characteristics of Christian under- 
standing do you find in the latest movies 
you've seen? Which are missing? Why? Dis- 
cuss some movies or TY films from this angle. 
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CHRISTMAS and 


by Otto Breme 


667 OMMERCIALISM?” “In the Church?” “At Christmas time?’ “Sound 
terrible!” 

I suspect that any discussion of “commercialism” in a Luther League maga 
zine—or at a Luther League meeting—is apt to be one sided. It is much lik 
a discussion of sin—we are all against it! We all know that Jesus drove th 
money changers out of the temple; in fact, it seems He got downright angry 
We wouldn’t want that to happen to us. 

I know one young man who was so impressed with statements agains 
commercialism that he swore he’d never handle money in Church again—evei 
at the time of the offering. Another suggested that it was okay to have an offerin; 
but that it shouldn’t be counted right there in Church—and on Sunday. 

Now I'm against commercialism in the Church, but I’m not against every 
thing that everyone calls “commercialism.” It is like sin again. I'm against it toc 
but I’m not against all the things that some people call “‘sin.’’ Our first job is t 
know what we are talking about. I suggest we use the following simple defini 
tions: Commercialism is buying and selling something for a profit. Commercialisn 
in the Church is buying and selling something in order to make money for th 
Church or Church organization. 

That’s commercialism! You can find it in the Church at fairs, bazaars, game 
of chance, car washes, and the like. Other activities like suppers, theatrical pro 
ductions and baby sitting services also come into question when their purpos 
is to make money for the Church. 

The main point against these forms of commercialism is that we Christian 
are expected to contribute to the work of the Church out of gratitude for wha 
God has done for us and because we believe in the work which the Church i 
doing. It is not good stewardship to get someone else to contribute it for us. 

So far, so good. If we begin by pointing out that commercialism is pod 
stewardship, we can probably beat down all the arguments in favor of this king 
of buying and selling. But let’s start at the other end. 

The scene is the youth room of a Lutheran Church. Four officers of th 
League are having an Executive Committee meeting. The suggestion has beet 
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_., . let’s start at the other end 


nade that some Christmas cards or candles be sold in order to make some money. 
lim is speaking. 


‘IM: 


MARY: 


°HYLLIS: 


BOB: 


PHYLLIS: 


PHYLLIS: 


as 


MARY: 


“Now, I ask you, what's wrong with that? We won't even sell any- 
thing at Church. We'll call on the members in their homes or set 
up a booth downtown. People like to support the Church by buying 
things, and the money will go for a good cause. Besides, it’s a good 
American way of going about things!” 

“Christmas is a good time for selling things, too. People are in a 
spending mood, and there are so many things which are easy to sell. 
There are Christmas cards, Advent wreaths, candles, or even those 
Advent cards with a window that opens each day. We can make 
lots of money.” 

“Sounds good to me! It is only the first week in November, and if 
we spend the next three meetings getting ready, we can be all set to 
start selling in December.” 

“I don’t know; we have asked Mr. Jensen to talk to us two weeks 
from tonight on ‘Evangelism at School.’ I don’t think we could 
change it.” 

“Why don’t you try—and if you can’t, we can use the other meet- 
ings. Don’t get any more speakers, though!” 

“That ‘Evangelism at School’ gives me an idea. We could set up a 
booth over in the school and we would not only make a lot of sales, 
but all the kids would know what an active group we have.” 

“I don’t know. The kids at school aren’t as eager to support a 
Church cause as older people. If we go to the women of the Church 
or some of the Circles, we will sell more. Some people will buy any- 
thing if it goes to a good cause, like the Church.” 

“We could even charge more since they would be giving the money 
to the Church.” 

“Look, if we can really bring this off, we will be in good shape. Our 
goal for the Luther League project is $100, and we need money for 


25 


JIM: 


MARY: 


BOB: 


MARY: 


PHYLLIS: 


BOB: 


PHYLLIS: 


MARY: 


PHYLLIS: 


MARY: 
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our parties. If we can make a lot selling things, we won't have te 
contribute hardly anything ourselves. I sure need all my money.” 
“Gosh, I don’t know. We're supposed to contribute to the League 
project ourselves, not get money from someone else.” 
“I almost forgot—remember the meeting we had last spring wher 
we were talking about the Luther League’s statement on commercial. 
ism. It had something about this.” 
“I remember, we brought it up at the business meeting, but it wa: 
getting late. It was voted on at the Cornell Convention, though 
Where are the old LUTHER LIFE’s?” 
“There are some upstairs; I'll be right back.” 
‘Hurry up. I can’t remember the statement, but it certainly wouldn’ 
be against our plan. As I see it, we've got a good thing.” 

“T’m not so sure. Remember the things we talked about when we 
discussed stewardship. Christian stewardship is our total life dedi. 
cated to Christ. We recognize that everything we have—time, ability 
and money—all are His gifts to us, and they are to be used for 
His purpose. 

“This project is going to take a lot of time—and some pretty 20% 
selling ability. There’s too much stress on money.’ 

(returns) “Here it is in the July issue.’ 

“Just read the main part.” 

“Okay, Okay. Here . . . ‘Commercialism in the congregation or ir 
its auxiliaries occurs when in the name of the Church and of our Lore 
there is buying and selling of products or services through such 
events as fairs, bazaars, games of chance, car washes, sales and like 
enterprises. Festivals, suppers, baby sitting services, theatrical produc 
tion and similar activities are open to serious question when thei 
purpose is raising money for the Church, The results of commercial 
ism in the congregation are detrimental to the Church, the com 
munity, and the personal lives of all who participate. Several reason 
are: 

1. Commercialism suggests a false purpose for the Church, tha 
it is a business enterprise. The purpose of the Church is t 
proclaim the Gospel. 

2. Commercialism exploits the name of Christ and His Churc 
by causing members as well as others, to feel an obligation t 
support such projects because a church organization endorse 
them. 

3. Commercialism obscures the leaguer’s sense of personal respon 
sibility in his stewardship of money by transferring thi 
personal responsibility to activities of the group. 

4. Commercialism adds to a person's selfishness. He may fail t 
consider what God has done for him; and he may think he i 
doing something for God. 


5. Commercialism tricks people into the satisfaction of thinking 
they are giving to Christ and His Church when they are re- 
ceiving a product or service in exchange for their money. 

6. Commercialism reflects lack of trust in God, in that those who 
resort to its practices are afraid that worthy projects will fail 
if supported solely by free-will giving!” 

(Silence for a moment) 

IM: “Gosh, I guess we got carried away. If we set up a booth over at 
school, the kids will think we are just another club raising money. 
We should find someway of letting them know that we are most 
interested in making God's Love known.” 

*HYLLIS: ‘Read that second point again.” 

MARY: ““Commercialism exploits the name of Christ and His Church by 
causing members as well as others, to feel an obligation to support 
such projects because a church organization endorses them.’ ” 

*"HYLLIS: ‘We were sure going to do that, even charge more. And we were 
trying to get out of our own personal responsibility.” 

SOB: “I can’t forget that business about tricking people into thinking they 
are contributing to the Church when they were really buying 

. Christmas wreaths or cards.” 

MARY: “I’m afraid we haven't shown much trust in God. Maybe we ought 

to study more about our League projects and the work of the Church 

so we will want to support them ourselves.” 


IF you ask questions— 


IF you desire growth— 


CELL GROUPS may 
fill your need 


WRITE: LLA, 2900 Queen Lane 
Philadelphia 29, Pa. 


ten cents 
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JIM: “If we spend all our meetings getting ready for selling things, w 
sure won't learn much about the work of the Church or about ou 
own job as Christians.” 


MARY: “T think our next meeting should be on this Luther League statemen 
on commercialism. We should tell the others how close we came t 
getting our League going away from the Gospel.” 


JIM, PHYLLIS, BOB: 
“Good idea!” 


Commercialism of the kind these Leaguers were discussing is apt to sli 
into the Church anytime. It perhaps has the best chance at Christmas when ther 
is more buying and selling than at any other time of the year. The Christma 
season has become quite commercial in our day. It is the time when most store 
have their largest number of sales. It is the time when you and I are going to b 
busy buying presents and making the necessary purchases for the holiday. It i 
easy for us to get carried away like the Leaguers in our skit. It is also importan 
that we be aware that commercialism outside the Church can destroy thi 
Christmas spirit. 


It is too bad that Christmastime is so busy, because it is the time when w 
should be aware of what God has done for us. At Christmas we remember tha 
God sent His Son to us. “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotter 
Son that whosoever believed in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.’ 


Once upon a time—it must have been long, long ago—gifts were givet 
at Christmas in remembrance that God had given us the Christ Child. Ever 
today, once in a while, gifts are given which are really unselfish. But, too oftet 
the spirit of commercialism prevails, even in our attitudes towards the Christiag 
Festival of Christmas. 


Let me explain a bit. There is nothing wrong with commercialism. Ws 
have to buy and sell things in order to have any kind of distribution of th 
good things we all need and want. It is part of our economic system—the way 
we produce and exchange the things we use. It is not a perfect system, but we 
in America are trying to make it work in a way that enables everyone to hav 
the things he needs and still have freedom to work where he wants and spen¢ 
his money as he wants. For the Christian, this is freedom to be obedient tk 
God’s Will in all he does. 

The problem arises when we become so absorbed in this commercial systen 
that it starts affecting our whole life. We are only interested in doing thing 
that make money and we start to think that we can buy anything. This spiri 
of commercialism sneaks into Christmas in many subtle ways. Let me illustrate 

The spirit of commercialism sneaks into Christmas when we use a gif 
to try to “buy” the affection of another person. 

The spirit of commercialism sneaks into Christmas when we see the 
season as such a good chance to make extra money that we have no tim 
to prepare ourselves to celebrate God’s Gift to us. 
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The spirit of commercialism sneaks into Christmas when we “exchange” 
sifts with persons about whom we don’t really care. 

The spirit of commercialism sneaks into Christmas when we become 
oo concerned about how many gifts we are to receive ourselves. (The profit 
O us) 

A Luther League that cares about making Christmas a non-commercial event 
an find many ways to help. There are many projects that can be done—not to 
qake money but because they will focus the attention on the real meaning and 
pirit of Christmas: 


Decoration of the Church 

Christmas programs carefully prepared 

Carolling to the hospitals and homes 

Preparing a nativity scene 

Distributing Christmas messages to shut-ins 

Having a special offering for the work of the Church 


There are many other projects and activities which your League can think 
f—if you try. The question is: how can we make ourselves and others aware 
hat God has really sent His Son to us and our hearts are full of joy, peace, 
nd good will to all men? We must be sure that the people who see our project 
vill not get the idea that we are just trying to get money from them or make 
10ney for ourselves. The Luther League statement on commercialism suggests 
he following questions be asked of all League projects: 


“1. Will this project obviously be an act of service in God’s name? 

2. Will this project result in spiritual growth for the leaguers involved? 

3. Can this project be financed by Leaguers’ personal giving through 
free-will offerings ? 

4. Will this project enable leaguers to use creatively and imaginatively 
their talents and abilities as given them by God? 

5. Will this project honor Christ and aid in the proclamation of His 
message ?”’ 


Some projects may even involve selling and still be acceptable. For example, 
personally don’t think that most “religious” Christmas cards are very good. 

Aany are more appropriate for the Roman Catholic Church than for evangelical 
yhristians. Others are romantic winter scenes with a cross-less Church and a 
ible verse. There are, however, good Christmas cards which it would be a 
ervice to get into use. A League might sell such cards—not to make money 
ut at as low a price as possible to get people to use good cards that carry the 
nessage of God's wonderful gift to men. 

Another project which would appeal to me would be the making of Advent 
yreaths for use in homes. These simple wreaths made of a wooden base with 
oles for four candles and covered with properly fireproofed evergreens would 
ost something to make and would have to be sold, but not for profit. If, how- 
ver, an explanation of the wreath and of the Advent season was given with 
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the sale, it could be the means of encouraging Advent devotions in the home 
of members of the congregation. The purpose would be to honor Christ in th 


Advent season—not to make money. 


These specific projects may not appeal to you but you can think of other! 
It is up to us to “Put Christ Back Into Christmas.” We can’t really expect th 
business firms to do it. We can have their cooperation, but the job is reall 
ours. The League which knows the true meaning of this Holy Season will fin 


ways of sharing this message with others. 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


Advent and Christmas hymns should be 
used and if not planned for other League 
services “O Come, O Come Immanuel” and 
“Joy to the World” would be appropriate. 

Psalm 34 states the confidence we have in 
the love and righteousness of God and 
could come between the first two hymns. 

Philippians 4:4-7, Paul’s great rejoicing 
in Christ, his Lord, and Luke 10:25-37, the 
story of the Good Samaritan, combine our 
response of joy and service. 

The prayer should include our request that 
the Holy Spirit prepare our hearts for 
Christmas and teach us how we can better 
proclaim the Gospel of Christmas and serve 
our fellow men. 

The worship could close with a hymn of 


MIDLAND 
COLLEGE 


your college west 
of the Mississippi 
Co-educational 

Fully Accredited 
Compact Campus 
Individual Counseling 


U. S. Naval Reserve 


(Degrees: B.A., B.S., B.S. in 
Ed., B.S. in Bus. Ad.) 


FREMONT, NEBRASKA 
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dedication such as “Take My Life.” 


DISCUSSION SUGGESTIONS 

It might be well to begin with the sk 
and then have a discussion. A small grou 
could meet in advance to have some projec 
to present to the group after the discussio: 

The discussion could center on the “Guic 
ing Statement on Commercialism for Luth« 
Leagues.” Do you agree or disagree with th 
reasons given against commercial projects 
Take each one separately. Ask for illustr 
tions of how particular projects might hay 
these results. 

Analyze recent Luther League projects | 
the light of the criteria the statement sux 
gests. 

What projects for the Advent and Chris 
mas season shall our League have? 


Newberry College 


is a home away from home 
where friendly attention is given each 
individual student 


is a fully accredited senior 

college of The United Lutheran Church 

Write: President, Newberry College, 
Drawer 425 


Newberry, S. C. 


GIRLS WHO SEEK 


Confidence 
Attend 
MARION COLLEGE 
for Women 


Write: John H. Fray, D.D., Pres., 
Marion, Va. 


LUTHER LIFE INDEX -1959 


ART 
Ip Wasee Parament tor the. ULPH tc ovis ian e cae March 
NOMCMSIECDINS tN AIOMtS: taacd aay Rend We ds al gere winlene's December 
BIBLE 
CO Rem TCA CMC OND Aafia st pomuave gions ae. sie a5 March 
WEE OUILMTIAVGE OUDALISES “datum oe sors sels ee wid beats May 
Dig those Crazy Facts (archaeology) .............. June 
MCSE TmeE Man ROC T eT CT Occ Man Ae ols Oe ene igthids eih ea July 
RSOUMARCINLE SMPs Ty ahr Oh ore eettie aiiris se Sle ery ots ek July 
The Life of Man in the Light of God ............ August 
MDAULHOLI Zed eV CLSIONS |) 60 ya Be Vets nt 4.3 doe oot holes September 
UNGAR EROD EDT ris terie ir coins «dail eas atone oly November 
Tele eahgiale ee tatah OLNEY Am N cinititte Gielen a ieyeasir Init November 
PREC VE MMMMRE REG scr se oO s v5 0 van Kien ene December 
CHRISTIAN VOCATION 
Thiscares Me (Charles Schulz) 6 02sec bs we csiade oan February 
Eoser Twice (two vignettes). .c. ccc cee ce cee s February 
Paguidmr ae cavetOr eMIVSelt f,) hauisric< 4) sie Gatco ls,<.40 519 February 
LED LER MSICY actA rie oct a OTe 60 8) @ 48 it March 
sy 1D) SASS 8 0 RRR ES Oca (Cee MT ERR pCR CaS May 
SEM RL OL OW Marit ni sigtuier etn ocr see eo bes as May 
Te Eerrcem NN Ite MATEE yin ola gic G, naive Wmielsrs Fiuln wihanereo% July 
RePRMIALICH DMN GIARLER Pe eile Pal os idie wiv vee» etab die July 
MAWES ALUPVALSIALINUR ENO ye) sp Pyar w Niue ache vceph Wivjernie oa \oreie September 
CCEEMELSIIY CEOOKUUREOLS eptiminis ie he putle wise aikoe. sin oe sis nere September 
DUACON IED PAGRE OUR wi ripe rant tte foie ve ad October 
POM MS IES ET Derk A LCOLS tesla lelvloxs ofrsts wihitis Go ei¥in 6 65 December 
CHURCH 
Sa PR AIOMMOUILC Hg ois cles Mishel va viaclew sera cele alnwt January 
ERD a ae ce alee, Qc hee Etintiy cial Neate le in pores February 
Nihatee-Tlis Name? (pastofs) .iitts isa idles snare ness May 
Dedicated to No God (communism) ............-5 May 
RAL T EMER OVE LIOMALISES) 4 slsia tied oudaiete. Fi ale's' 5. pete ere May 
OM MINMNOALGU cha h fisisih> dvd aw ciswicitinvale sey ons June 
Serve God and Country (chaplains) .............. June 
Co OCMMCR TOG SV OULE, ais )o oes Mic iBatnats s se tis ie» June 
Wrevsullelave Montanistei isa sees ekenaneees June 
MRCHEMLICHE DC LIGIECE os via eh caivin eu, vated tine nd OR 0 810. July 
EN ECU TOMICTIAREOES Vi oss 2. sr 900s <br rg apips@ add wold October 
DATING 
PEOO EIS VALLE CE AOIS eka Seca sbi ss alee a T's April 


L959) 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
uly) 
L958) 
1959) 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959) 
1959 


1959 


God, Sex “and "Youth: «50 Sau eee cere te June 
Best Face Forward (personal appearance) .......... July 
DEVOTIONAL LIFE AND PRAYER 
Should: I Pray for) Myself? se cranmttet ate February 
Celli? Skit) a... d.otedh 2 od. seh ee ane: June 
Luther Meditation: Reformation ...............--- November 
Advent >. ilédas ocd +c 01s eevee eee terse eran November 
DOCTRINE 
Rebirth, andRenewalls..y.)-sveach peuetsete ieee onl een January 
The Lettuce Leafsand Sin’ .. Soes@a.s sees siete February 
We Still» Have: Donatists™trt. eae ot eaters May 
We Still Have Montanistseesr acta iene rere June 
The dandle (Trinity) 2.0 eee November 
Everybody Hasmas [heology oa semciter ete et tte December 
EDUCATION 
The» Big Schools tac... eer nee a eae ae February 
Now Pedestals (small college) 25. spear aati May 
June Graduates (around the world) .............. June 
Sandstone to Snorkel (writing) .......... eer September 
Wanted (scholarships). -- acess eee September 
Kayaks.or Calailuss«. 2. o:.cani Grae a ae eee October 
Report ‘Classified ..s,¢:...1a. 2. seein ee eae eae ieee October 
EVANGELISM 
Christ Calls Youth | i-.vc/she caine onaestke eae eae teat January 
Preach the Gospelito thes Jews). -ieepareee neereeee April 
5 = Daea BUCS et ap sects ix 2h nee a eee ee May 
Expanding UW aiverse «0c. secant August 
Spacevlsn:t, Bary bnough <9 oxtcteeieree ei reser October 
FAITH 
DefendsYour, Faith. ... 2). <1. eee meee July 
Christan Minimum’... .:>:2esca0 see een September 
FAMILY 
Boy-Friend’s Car (Problem Corner) ............... January 
Probleins swith Parents: \i.)....s.s sans a ae ee ee April 
LRGs BIOS acs om a, <1 soe Sieve cad ae ee ee July 
Bleven, O'clock. (editorial) << \..0< us «cteeo ns ens ee August 
Bathecues, and Bullfights: <...< scioee ee ae ease Gee October 
Adventa (GevOtHons ) i .: «0a thes eee ete eine anne November 
FICTION 
Sonnet Prayers( poem) ™ .>.. oe avae eeeename - sie rareaterete May 
NogMorén( pocin aii siers-sca sheviys 3). emir eee May 


1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
L959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959. 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 


NNN W WR 


GOVERNMENT 


SENT CALCUMLOMNOsGOd": awh eit is no on wee Soe. May 
LD YPNTS on Sa cesey cx OM ede ali er a a A August 
WNexEMLOMIN EL (GlAtter: Je Fass epewres HP Aitacs ardenne ciate andoileds August 
\MEAOIG 1G: TWD Toy ofa Xet 2 ee es ele on November 
LEISURE TIME 
Gocktaily Bran (clattem)|meiactten eater. sin vas... ciste son lodrae September 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
EEAeRepotts to ULGA Convention ..0. 2. fou. eos 2. February 
Statement on Youth Stewardship .................. February 
Sil) - ULARLY, ath SR age ae ae Ree ee BL May 
Guiding Statement on Commercialism .............. July 
sUncmWheclmboteanization) peewee Seto. ao) n July 
WhattluthemiLeasuce Means iivaet.o ta... oka oak August 
ACterMIGoWws. (Glatten) gases aisienays Gai coc hevtne. os aA November 
LLA CONVENTIONS 
GUL SORE AEE Sada Steet Se ee ee May 
JHE. “Sceatelere =) 3) ee, eee ee, ee November 
INES GS RMS Ya Gt 5 ia ee Jes aa November 
EICAR Ate CUM(pIcturestOry)) seed Ad cee idclee bois ose December 
LLA SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
(ORNS Aietal KOU Cas) har sa City Geter ee ae eee January 
iomPE Ave Osu (clatter) hate in dietetic cee os cycles ol Sioce . January 
lores GUpDORLU a atje ira) ce a ecvem iis Pew, «cae August 
Teapue: Projects’ for Servicemen ../2..0.0......... August 
LSC, -fofel What) BY Ghle .62, erly, cence age a a November 
MARRIAGE 
Godiswsixth Commandments...) tenses se 0 « ticye sens March 
Piangeds Parenthood: (clatter) oe... eee he aes April 
eke tor ke Nal teeta Bhs Foy Pofare La ar ey August 
CCUM SG EST ENS GRIG Too ok ne eee December 
MISSIONS, AMERICAN 
PROTLDMAMIEDICAS MINEISHDOLS 8250... .0i nef. alone, 4; ecoveenv'ei nce January 
SS OE Me ete A RRP PD Soc cade psi sso ex a, «Sc relaeionei aco ae April 
Town and Country (theme books) ................ July 
MISSIONS, GENERAL 
uevmcovessmenwmrorid (GME) oss was cheeccee nent January 
TRAE TGTCES a (eA A March 
SUR VNOE RA SMV OUN ss <0 Sits vic. akin ow ced Lhrae kines November 
MISSIONS, WORLD 
EA OURS OND MNMEMENA > ¢ a cceg AAG Suh de dee a dalede wes March 


1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 


The Hermit Kingdom (Korea) ............-+.---. November 


OCCUPATIONS 
ThesDecision Is) Yours! haa ssu te eee ee ee January 
What- Shall Wn Be2ick.. ce nee tee ee era April 
‘Thesfob.for You... 2.0.4. eer eee ean terete May 
Serve God and Country (chaplain) ............... June 
Youre Birst Jobic..2..1 1 ae cee ee Ec July 
Recruitment (clatter) ©. oaceum ss ciervus in eer July 
OVERSEAS 
Understand \Their Problems = i225 - oie = eee February 
Christ, Toil and Freedom (CME Theme) ........-. September 
PARTIES 
Party for Flaps Jack Haters i cretsseietete erties February 
A Project: Party for Easter 1. scvewrst-1s eter oreisnret t-te March 
Bible; Character Party \. sacks errata April 
Mays Day Party, ccysse ccc .n sm tre tenes oh tetenene tates ts May 
WnclesRemus| Pattyeyes «2 sme Grote ree res June 
Square: Dance Party ws... «5, -ste spe e er te ene ers July 
Schooll#Scavengery Hunt 5s rpeuderecate ol ore eiseieiernsaeeere ris August 
The Fall Round-Up) acs c+. 6.014)-efetepoie sited September 
Comic. .Halloween®,.. {2s se 2 eee ems eee eee October 
Pizza. Party wis. . bab betuk Pca ad cine eee November 
PEOPLE 
It Scares Me (Charles Schulz) ©. .2-.s5-- 25.9 February 
Champions Are Confident (baseball players) ........ April 
MOSES, Vrerekescleiias coxaye tam to mos Ur cies Ie eee ee July 
Ghristian Athletes |<: sexs, <= srcn visto niet teyr ue eae nena eee August 
PERSONAL GROWTH 
Magnificent Talk *(editorial) i352 eee eee April 
Nedcodam (editorial) 26. c.c eet ee tee May 
The; Job: for® Yous << 4s. «lots on eet nena ee reer May 
Soi Gool He Froze (clatter), ra savas elect June 
Touckless Legions: (autos) ).). csc aire ne oe July 
In’ God's Presence, .i4 ods. hes eee ee rere July 
ME GOSO5 02). oss a Rea «Si ahess ciety ass cists eels apnea] Se July 
Godan “Me Sette < tic. <ciwis sin: «0 anehsvataner pe eae gees July 
Eleven) (O'Clock (editorial). si. ...t1eee ce err ene August 
Expanding Universe ¥. Us cyl gaol eee tae aa August 
Everything Lost. (editorial!) “ige22 22.6. seem eer September 
Against. God (sted. sca ob elec say ives © Serta a eee September 
Mote han Conquerors \. ...- at cers aoe acne ate September 
Yesterday’s Playground (editorial) ................ October 
Politician’s. Days (clatter) “carat eens ee ee October 
Old sHorse™ (editorial): 22 ote rete te tn ee November 
SactediGows (Clattér)) jitesue dae acne erent November 


1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


Gumidtope Dollgem ea te s cr OEE ote se eye aloe ee December 


Bvenypodya asin mR DEOlO Sy ti en. eines nen 1s cate December 
NGMLGEES EC PIN PULA CHES ur weteytaeie is malcys eS a sve cieie «de December 
PLAYS, SKITS, PAGEANTS 
IN OEureirieniGatveiN Eff DOLS atts scores fein seis ors oh January 
Re niate all sey Cui terse teers tauabs, cis vitt se ea> usta January 
aU [shee Sve nvalol Mean c eemeadie ela one rar Gino ieee February 
Am ramawOLetne RESurrectiON fic se cfesos ssa or vsieys March 
ire teed eles Oe empertaey ) alet'ey(evctePajavease ehavele-s 0% sor ove April 
GENT SVU hectare Sa ga a eT RS Ce June 
In This Sign Conquer (Youth Sunday) ............ September 
Sadcemlon pabareenoOuch atime gays. «cel: OG cia October 
Christimascand GommercialisMa cau: «~ 2 see vies December 
(hem putamlandamuS.c te on cre es cele ois) cele eereres December 
PROGRAM HELPS 
[HE WEY a claus ah Pie ESO) 8S Fic ORR ORR MTOR ERO iO ai March 
Eearue on a-Diet =. ...- 7s oer aes lee Pc November 
RECREATION 
Sel) GRIMES, it 56 Bopibud elle cen Rea Olen eens Pecan May 
Sacer SmME@RATMENOM oI Mary eaenels souus eecdsesmvecie wusyso che October 
SALVATION 
The Life of Man in the Light of God ............. August 
CCloerisl its bal Weed tp1Ut0" Spy era neneies tO ieee ig oem ST September 
EA aSTIS UE COG Mette Al) Si eal ote htessos oS shee 8 September 
Everypody sHasaAw Dheology (2: osc foc. eos es cas oc December 
SCIENCE 
Ore Musclesiy Mice and Men iavesuies ess eta ec cans September 
SEASONAL 
Reitethmamdie Rene wa ce aay me ere enc-raters Skene oe January 
SEEVICELOLMRECCOICHTION. i, «liste mmetialns 22s sedan ayes saat January 
A Drama of the Resurrection. 62% Se ccie sates coe ees March 
Luther Meditation: Reformation ................. November 
NAGS DIVIN Sg AN er LAISe wilt wie ne eicisye oes sis ele ch ncone,’ November 
Dri Meee er ci) Metonds nicked ® aatedkyevor no -'er: December 
SEX 
Premature Marniaces (clatter). occ so teow sevens February 
Ser ELMO TOA DO MICIL meysimm ronnie iA suse hoveeneel nkaxer oie March 
Planneds Parenthood (clatter). 2.0.5.6 26661 ces «vere April 
RTEPPOESLOMCMY OU: «co lefai neleeaytaerels wSynyersts elavand« ore: June 
Jejenane “Veleyausys Uefa teg ida ae eee EI ae OR August 
PEDEISELANIS) GUC ESERS SiPkeices. 4 (ects Ae ewes, pls Ter diated pterbte «8 December 
SIN 
BREMReT Ce LEAT ANC! SIG! oc aus 2 aieleis'e odin eveles e600 0 February 
The Life of Man in the Light of God .............. August 
Pare pete Cth MEL! bes ee As opis cies. eee ices aa September 


1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 


1959 
19) 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 
1959 


1959 
1959 
1959 


SOCIAL ACTION 


78. (Editorial) ~ svc © .pyste-2 alee cae gl Smear epee ene are February 1959 

79. The Lettuce Leaf and Sin oon ste yr tereertaeee February 1959 2 
80, “5-Dio Leagues <.. < sct'« soldat at eae nee May 1959 2 
81. “Dedicated! to Noy, God i. nes seon: tment etre ee May 1959 2 
82. Not Pledged (editorial) .7.E9.00........ 9.00 ee June 1959 
83, SDhe signboard Caper Neo oe EY AT ee) ee 1959 1 
g4. Bverything Lost (editotial) <cant omelette September 1959 

85. Report:Classified ) <5 . ines civ curen ee reenr on Pe reese October 1959 2 
86. Space:lsn't Far Enough 3.02.00 mists eieitc are October 1959 2 

SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS 

21. Clothes and ‘Our Gulture 23, sane oe February 1959 2 
22, Short Friendship’ (editorial) os ames een ae February 1959 

23) Mt. JONES. cn. = + oie iscajoees tate tate Renee ge eee April 1959 2 
24, Not Pledged (editorial) .. nc. ps9. a4 05 oye: oe June 1959 

25.. The, Signboard ola g.2 2 1.0k scm i eee eee rier June 1959 1 
26. Brotherhood-the hard way (editorial) ............. July 1959 

27, “In God's" Presence os .udvucas on releroe ge teteted he ener nes July 1959 3 
28. Space Isn’t Far Enough ...... 220 7a. daee e+ October 1959 2 

STEWARDSHIP 
37. Susquehanna Sponsors Student 2.250 9-20.90: es January 1959 1 
38. How Do You Give to Your Church? .............. February 1959 4 
39. Statement on Youth Stewardship .............-+-..- February 1959 5 
AQ.) *5-Ddleagues evi regcys ssc sheer tn cleat ererarer eer eens May 1959 2 
41. Guiding Statement on Commercialism ............-. July 1959 1 
42. Expanding Univers€ ...4.552 008 ee eon August 1959 2 
43. Space Isn't) Far Enough. ots ac ene etree October 1959 2 
44. Christmas and Commetcialism ...2....ae.+-.+.-- December 1959 2 
ULCA 
28.° “The «church Is Alive ic cnnecialdas caesar January 1959 1 
39. *Ganada, Lutherans .)..< 7 ot eee mile irene hee nectar January 1959 2 
40, I Was A Parament for the ULPH coins ee: March 1959 3 
WORSHIP 

37. eService "of Rededication =. 7 accccs seen scuena geen January 1959 5 
38) In\od's (Presence *. ive.) « cele ta ee oe ee July 1959 3 
39, Worship Suggestions (Youth Sunday) ............ September 1959 4 
AQ PRAGV Ent es Ottiscs aualslia «4. «co's 0 staerale sce onan ee November 1959 4 


LUTHER LEAGUE ORDER BLANKS 


NOW AVAILABLE! 
Write LLA, 2900 Queen Lane, Philadelphia 29, Penna. 


ee See 2 toe 
Rae oar 


‘ 


te Deum laudamus 


Sontributed by St. Peter’s Church 
Shepherdstown, W. Va. 


Te Deum Laudamus reveals through canticle and carol the story of 
the first Christmas. The canticles of the Church offer the continuity for 
the liturgical drama. The names of the seven scenes in the Christmas 
cycle are from the Te Deum: “The Goodly Fellowship of the Prophets,” 
"To Be Born of a Virgin,” “And Bless Thine Heritage,” “All Angels Cry 
Aloud,” “Thou Art the King of Glory,” “All the Earth Doth Worship Thee,” 
and “The Glorious Company of the Apostles.” 

The twelfth century practice in church drama of projecting the 
scenes at stations throughout the chancel and nave has been used in 
this worship-pageant. There are eight “playing points,” with individual 
spots: one for each of the sets: the church choir, the verse choir, the 
prophet, the Blessed Virgin, Joseph, the shepherds, the Holy Family (the 
wisemen at the same set), and the saint. The cast calls for two portray- 
ing the roles of both Mary and Joseph, since once a tableau is formed 
the picture holds throughout the pageant. If the director wishes to have 
shepherds at the manger, there should be “doubles” for them also, for 
Tableau 4 shows the shepherds in the field. 

The director should select music which the choir can present most 
effectively. The selections listed in the script are only suggestions. The 
sets should include the symbols used in the lines of the prophet: lilies 
for the annunciation, tools for the revelation to Joseph, staffs for the 
shepherds in the field, manger with straw and star or the Nativity and 
Epiphany. 

Leagues should work to adapt the tableaux to the size of their 
groups. A small group of leaguers could be used in place of the Church 
or verse choir. Large drawings might be substituted for 3-D sets. Mod- 
ern, everyday dress, instead of the usual robes and costumes would be 
effectively different. 


(Lights down. Voices 3, 4 ,5, Prophet and Saint take their positions as Voices 1 

and 2 read the Canticles from “back stage’”’) 

VOICE 1: reads—'‘Give ear, O ye heavens’’—Avdite Coeli (SBH 217) 

VOICE 2: reads—‘My Heart Rejoiceth in the Lord”—Exultavit cor meum 
(SBH 216) 
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CHOIR: “Christ is at Thy Portals’, (The Cambridge Carol Book, Woodwara 
and Wood.) (Light up on Prophet) 


Prologue: The Goodly Fellowship of the Prophets 


PROPHET: Behold the King cometh: 
O come let us worship Him. 

I am Moses—or Aaron—or David. I am Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel. My spirit 
is that of Daniel, Hosea, or Joel. Iam the embodiment of Amos, Obadiah, Jonah. 
I am caJled Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk. I am Zephaniah, Haggai, Zachariah, o1 
Melachi. I am all those who have walked in darkness. 

We have seen no great light. The drama has yet to be enacted. The stage 
is set, but the players have not made their entrances. We know not the plot... 
The lily is just another flower. (Light up on Set 1) The square, the saw, the 


hatchet, the plane are simple craftsman’s tools. (Light up on Set 2) . . . The 
shepherd's staff bears no special significance. (Light up on Set 3) ... The 
creche is only a hay-filled manger. (Light up on Set 4) ... The star has yet 
to perform its heavenly mission. (Sets 5 and 4, same) ... We await the ful- 


fillment of the Prophecy. 

O Lord, I will praise Thee, though Thou wast angry with me, Thine anger 
is turned away: And Thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is my salvation: I will 
trust and not be afraid. For the Lord God is my strength and my song: He also 
is become my salvation. Therefore with joy shall ye draw water: Out of the walls 
of salvation. And in that shall ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon His Name: 
Declare His doings among the people, make mention that His name is exalted. 
Sing unto the Lord, for He hath done excellent things: This is known in all the 
earth. Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: For Great is the Holy One of 
Israel in the midst of thee. Glory be to the Father and to the Son: And to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: World without 
end. Amen. (Confitebor tibi) 

All await the Incarnation of God . . . Even the streams sparkle with 
expectancy—We are those who walk in darkness. (Lights down on Sets 1, 2 
3, 4) (Light remains up on Prophet) 

Behold the Name of the Lord cometh from afar: And let the whole eart 
be filled with his glory. Come, O Lord, and make no tarrying: Loosen the bond 
of Thy people Israel. Rejoice greatly, O Jerusalem: Behold, Thy King cometh 
Behold the Lord shall come, and all his saints with him: And in that day th 
light shall be great. Hallelujah! (All lights down) (Lights up on voices) 
(Tableau 1 forms during reading) 

VOICES 3 and 4: Read verses alternately ‘My Soul doth magnify the Lord” 

The Magnificat (St. Luke 1: 46-54) 

VOICE 5: Reads hymn, ‘‘O how shall I receive thee’ (SBH 11) 

VOICE 3: We praise Thee, O God: 

VOICE 4: We acknowledge Thee to be the Lord. 

VOICES 3 and 4: All the earth doth worship Thee: the Father Everlasting 

(Lights down on Voices) (Lights up on Tableau 1) 
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Tableau: To Be Born of a Virgin 

CHOIR: “Gabriel’s Message’, Old Basque Noel, arr. by Edgar Pettman (Lights 
down an Tableau 1) (Tableau 1 holds position until end of pageant) 
(Lights up on Voices) (Tableau 2 forms during reading) 

VOICES 3 and 4: Read verses alternately “I will Sing unto the Lord” Cantemus 
Domino (SBH 216) 

VOICE 5: Reads hymn, “Hark a thrilling voice is sounding” (SBH 1) 

VOICE 3: We praise Thee, O God: 

VOICE 4: We acknowledge Thee to be the Lord. 

VOICES 3 and 4: All the earth doth worship Thee: the Father everlasting. 

(Lights down on Voices) (Lights up on Tableau 2) 


Tableau: And Bless Thine Heritage 

CHOIR: “As Joseph was a-Walking” (The Oxford Book of Carols, Deamer, 
Williams, Shaw) (Lights down on Tableau 2) (Tableau 2 holds position 
until end of pageant) (Lights up on Voices) (Tableau 3 forms during 
reading) 

VOICES 3 and 4: Read verses alternately ““O Lord, I have heard thy speech” 
Domine, audivi (SBH 216) 

VOICE 5: Reads hymn, “While shepherds watched their flocks” (SBH 24) 

VOICE 3: We praise Thee, O God: 

VOICE 4: We acknowledge Thee to be the Lord. 

VOICES 3 and 4: All the earth doth worship Thee: the Father Everlasting. 

| (Lights down on Voices) (Lights up on Tableau 3) 


Tableau: All Angels Cry Aloud 
CHOIR: “Ding Dong Merrily on High’—(The Cambridge Carol Book) 
(Lights down on Tableau 3) (Tableau 3 holds position until end of 
pageant) (Lights up on Voices) (Tableau 4 forms during reading) 
VOICES 3 and 4: Read verses alternately “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel” — 
Benedictus, (St. Luke 1: 68-79) 
| 
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VOICE 5: Reads “What Child is this’ (SBH 48) 

VOICE 3: We praise Thee, O God: 

VOICE 4: We acknowledge Thee to be the Lord. 

VOICES 3 and 4: All the world doth worship Thee: the Father everlasting 
(Lights down on Voices) (Lights up on Tableau 4) 


Tableau: Thou Art the King of Glory 

CHOIR: “The Infant King” (Old Basque Noel, arr. by Edgar Pettman) (Light. 
down on Tableau 4) (Tableau 4 holds position until end of pageant) 
(Lights up on Voices) (The Wisemen join Tableau 4 to form Tableau $ 
during reading) 

VOICES 3 and 4: Read verses alternately ‘‘O all you works of the Lord” Bene: 
dicite, Omnia Opera (SBH 215) 

VOICE 5: Reads hymn “‘O thou who by a star” (SBH 54) 

VOICE 3: We Praise Thee , O God: 

VOICE 4: We acknowledge Thee to be the Lord. 


VOICES 3 and 4: All the earth doth worship Thee: the Father Everlasting 
(Lights down on Voices) (Lights up on Tableau 5) 


GOOD STUDENTS WANTED AT 


THIEL COLLEGE 


Lutheran College of the Liberal Arts and Sciences 


WHERE? Greenville, Pennsylvania: 70 miles north of Pittsburgh; 
70 miles east of Cleveland; 60 miles south of Erie. 

WHAT IS OFFERED? 23 majors in humanities, science, busi- 
ness, and teaching; Bachelor of Arts (humanities or science 
majors), Bachelor of Education, and Bachelor of Business 
Administration. 

WHAT’S NEW OUT THERE? Some new buildings (science build- 
ing and dormitories); a distinctive ‘Junior Year Abroad” 
program; an old history (since 1866) but a new spirit 
of service and commitment with each new academic year; 
some interesting new ventures in music, the fine arts, 
and drama. 

CAN YOU GET IN? Only if you want to work seriously to get 
an education. You must take the Scholastic Aptitude Tests 
and the Achievement Test of the College Boards. 

WHEN SHOULD YOU APPLY? In your junior year if possible. 
We cannot accept many students who apply. We want 
only those students who really desire to study in a 
College of the Church, and who have demonstrated their 
ability to apply themselves. 


For information, please write to 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS, THIEL COLLEGE 
GREENVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA 


Tableau: All the Earth Doth Worship Thee 


-HOIR: “Dich Griissen Wir, O Jesulein”, (Cambridge Carol Book) (Lights 
down on Tableau 5) (Tableau 5 holds position until end of pageant) 
(Lights up on Saint) 


Epilogue: The Glorious Company of the Apostles 
SAINT: Christ hath appeared unto us: O come let us worship Him. I am St. 
Peter—or St. James—or Sts. Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John. I am St. Paul. 
My spirit is that of Augustine or Francis. I am the embodiment of Luther, 
Melanchthon, Calvin. I am all who have seen the great light. 


The miracle has happened. We are heirs of salvation, for the incarnation 

of God has become a reality ... We honor the prophets. (Lights up on Prophet) 

. . We have witnessed the annunciation to the Blessed Virgin. (Light up on 

Tableau 1) .... We have heard the angel’s message to St. Joseph . . . (Lights 

up on Tableau 2) .. . We tecite again the pronouncement to the shepherds in 

he field. (Lights up on Tableau 3) .. . the joy of the Nativity, the Epiphany. 
(Lights up on Tableau 4 and 5) 

We have seen the fulfillment of the prophecy and we sing our joyous 
raise: Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches and 
wisdom: And strength, and honor, and glory and blessing. Blessing, and honor, 
and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne: And unto the 
lamb for ever and ever. Great and marvelous are Thy works, Lord God AI- 
mighty: Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints. We shall not fear 
Thee, O Lord, and glory Thy name: For Thou only are holy. Praise our God, 
all ye servants: And ye that fear Him, both small and great. Alleluia! for the 
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth: Alleluia; Alleluia! Alleluia! (Dignus est 
Agnus) 

The people rejoice that the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 
The waters of the earth, the grain of the field, and the fruit of the vine have 
new meaning. We have seen a great light. 

Give unto the Lord glory and strength: Worship the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness. The Lord hath made known his word. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. A 
light to lighten the Gentiles: And the glory of Thy people Israel. We have 
seen His star in the East: And are come to worship Him. 

(Lights remain up on Prophet, Saint, and tableaux) 

CHOIR: “Te Deum’ — (Healy Willian) 
VOICE 1: Reads ‘Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel”’ Song of David (SBH 

218) (Lights up on Voices) 

VOICE 3: The Lord will give strength unto His people. 

VOICE 4: The Lord will bless His people with peace. 

CHOIR: “Nunc Dimittis.” 

. _ Soft organ music) (All lights down) (Choir and players exeunt) (Lights 
up in Nave) 

POSTLUDE: ‘Festival Te Deum”. 
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YOUR SLEEPING TALENTS — 


by Constance Parvey 


... as Christians we 
are called not just to 
talk but to live. 


“God Creating’ from the Cathedral at 
Chartres, France. Christians in the Middle 
Ages interpreted the Creator through the 
MAN Christ. 
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“It’s a big, wide, wonderful world we live in =z, 


[his is just a trite line from a now old-fashioned song, 
if we think of all our bombs, missiles, the Labor Day 
accident records and teenage gang murders. But this 
musical line also has an important element of truth in 
it. This is something we rarely take seriously. ¢ Any 
‘rip to the local library or art gallery, or just standing 
round an airport or visiting the homecraft and live- 
stock shows of the latest fair—all these have an air of 
adventure about them. Man is an amazing, inventive 
ereature. He has been most extravagant in making life 
comfortable for himself on this earth. Everytime you 
ook around you see his signature, his influence. He ex- 
presses himself not simply in words but in all the gi- 
yantic—and small—things that he does. ¢ This is 
1 “big, wide, wonderful world’, when you discover the 
wonders of Nature in a forest or field of grain or the 
ea and then see Her again and again through the new 
forms which men make from her. Certainly the use of 
he jet stream for man’s travels is one of our modern 
‘miracles’, but it is no more miraculous than what 
lappens in a piece of wood when it is placed in the 
1ands of a skilled craftsman and artist. Both of these 
ire works, accomplishments of man, the creature, he 
who has been given the ability to create. ¢ Most 
yeople spend their waking hours doing purely practical 
asks, making their life on earth more comfortable and 
ficient. Some of their time, however, is devoted to 
hings that have no functional value whatsoever. Man 
loes many things that give him a great deal of pleasure 
ind enjoyment. Painting and sculpture are like this. 
» What is a wood sculptor doing when he transforms 
1 piece of wood? When he selects his wood with careful 
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eye and then slowly rubs to the surface 
some previously undetected beautiful 
grain? Here in the natural rhythm of 
the lines of this grain he finds the di- 
rection for the feeling and the con- 
tours of his bowl or head or crucifix 
or whatever else it might be his crea- 
tive intention to make. 

Is this reproducing nature? Is the 
artist merely copying something he sees 
before him? Obviously not. His clve 
is in the wood, in what is visible to his 
“outer eye.” But that is the extent of 
his copying. The form that slowly 
emerges really comes from his “inner 
eye,” that compact mechanism of 
memories and ideas within him which 
gives imagination to his life. The com- 
bination of these two great gifts, 
Imagination and a Clever Hand, en- 
able the artist to do something far be- 
yond the possibilities of all other 


FACING an 
Occupational 
Decision? 


—how does a Christian face his 
occupational decision? 


—what consideration should you 
give church occupations? 


animals in the creation. 

Man has the ability to make thin 
of the thought world into things of the 
world that we see. In other words, he 
can create something New. Somethin; 
which has never before existed in tha 
particular combination. This is _ thi 
wonder of the wood sculptor and th 
shared wonder of every man. It is thi 
quality in all of us that gives our live 
their adventurous and rich character 

Chimpanzees can keep their quar 
ters orderly, their water in one corner 
their straw in another. They can ever 
be taught simple mechanical opera 
tions. What they cannot do, however 
is take their technical know-how, com 
bine it with the straw and the wate 
and create beautiful stars for a Chris 
mas tree as Swiss friends of mine dic 
last year. THIS is an art. This is hu 


—how can you gain the college qualifications for 


your future occupation? 


For Christian counsel and occupational information write: 


The Vocational Counselor 
The Board of Higher Education, U.L.C.A. 
231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 


aan. This is what makes all of us 
uuman and not simply high class 
tutes in the animal kingdom. 


This ability to transform, to change 
ature through re-ordering the things 
‘round us, means that we do not live 
a bondage to the world of nature. In 

very special way we “rise above’’ it. 
This means that although we live con- 
tantly within the world of nature, 
‘nature is all around us) and although 
ve are really completely dependent on 
vature for all our food, clothing and 
sverything we know or see, still we 
ire not limited by nature, we are not 
“fenced in.” ; 


Our laws are not those of animals 
ind plants. Our way of life is shaped 
oy the extent to which we learn to act 
on what we believe and to live not 
‘or that which is seen, but working and 
ioping for that which is not seen. To 
create something NEW is to bring in- 
0 experience something which has not 
deen there previously. 


But what has all this to do with you 
and me? Just this. There are many 
‘hings in our lives which, without our 
realizing it, discourage us from being 
original: the monotonous beat of our 
nusic, the gang or group pressure for 
aniformity and same-ness in what we 
wear and what we do, our modern ad- 
vertising which makes us all want the 
same kind of cars, houses, toothpaste 
and breakfast food, and even our 
everyday schedules, stuffed full of ‘‘re- 
peat es We all live in the 
clutches of a kind of social monkey- 
wrench, turning us and holding us all 
in the same way. 

, We must have the courage to trans- 
form this time we spend in the passing 
excitements of what somebody has 


called our “teen-age play pen.” We 
must have the courage not to conform 
but to transform our time into culti- 
vating our own special gifts and tal- 
ents. This is what it means to be a hu- 
man, a creature, a child of God. 


God Gives Us Talent 


The more we humans cultivate these 
distinctive abilities that God has given 
us, the more we encourage them to 
grow and bear fruit, the closer we are 
to realizing that we are creatures of 
the Creator. The growing process of 
human life is one of moving from the 
attitude of “‘possession”’ and ‘‘conform- 
ity” toward the things around us to 
that of re-creating these things in such 
a way that they bring into life those 
things which we know are most im- 
portant. These most important things 
are not always seen with our eyes. 
They are not always visible. But they 
are real. Can you see the sensitive un- 
derstanding of love? Can you see the 
awareness of joy and the appreciation 
of beauty ? 

If this is what it means to be real 
creatures, then we must ask ourselves 
how much our own lives and the 
things which they touch display this 
fact of our special, indeed privileged 
position in the universe. How much do 
the ordinary things like our rooms, 
our relationships to our parents and 
friends, our life in the Church and 
even our casual meetings—the other 
shopper in the super market, the man 
next to you at the ball park, the gas 
station attendant—how much do these 
reflect this special way of looking at 
the gifts of life? 

How often do we search for the 
“right” words? Not just in times of 
grief but also in times of joy, or irri- 


45 


tation, or just common ordinary daily 
living? This is cultivating an impor- 
tant act of the mind. It is trying to 
understand, to communicate, what we 
really feel. This is the way we form 
richer human relationships. Our great 
oets and writers are good examples 
of the fact of how important and 
meaningful WORDS can be. This is 
not a “natural” art. The poets and 
writers had to learn it, too. No human 
art is natural. It is cultivated through 
discipline and long, often unreward- 
ing hours of hard work. 

How many of us still make things 
with our hands to give to our friends 
and family as expressions of how we 
feel about them? Or, how often do we 
use our money to buy things that say 
something for us, something that we 
cannot put into words? One rose, even 
the home-grown variety, presented to 
your favorite girl on an ordinary eve- 
ning can say more than a month of 
sentences. How many of us sing when 
we go about routine duties ? 

Recently I visited the home of a 


: 


young art teacher. She showed no 
some of the drawings done by h 
class of mentally retarded teenaget 
How sensitive these drawings of ow 
and pictures of fairy tales were! The 
art work said a lot. Yet these we 
thirteen and fourteen-year-olds wh 
were not able to read. They could n 
begin to express themselves in word 
But they put language into their dray 
ings, and each one came alive as a di 
tinctive person as you looked at h 
art work, 

How much more the normal teei 
ager can do! Why do we rely | 
much on a limited vocabulary, when 
is such an unexpressive tool? We cre 
tures have been given an endle 
variety of creative capacities and abi 
ities, but we treat these gifts an 
talents so casually, you’d think we 
never received them in the first place 
“I can’t draw!” “I can’t sing!” “T’y 
never been very handy with tools 
“Who, me? I can’t write anything’ 
Obviously it’s not possible to be e: 
perts in everything, but we can devel 


MUHLENBERG-A LUTHERAN COLLEGE 
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sciences .. 


. a strong faculty with majority holding earned doctorates . . 


excellent facilities, including new men’s dormitory, modern girls’ resident 
hall on 78-acre campus ... preparation for careers in the church, the medic. 
arts, scientific research, law, teaching, business, engineering, forestry . . 


majors in 15 fields. 
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it least some of our sleeping talent! 
Have you ever thought how learn- 
ng to express yourself better in words, 
in drawing, music or any number of 
other ways is closely connected with 
rour being a Christian? In the Fourth 
Gospel John says that the “Word be- 
came flesh and dwelt among us, full 
of grace and truth.” This means that 
the real “caring God” for whom we 
had long hoped and waited, was now 
brought to life, made incarnate. 


We are asked to be servants of this 
Word. But not with just a bunch of 
sentences, but with the whole complex 
of talents and understanding and sensi- 
tivity that makes up a human being, 
a creature. As Christians we are called 
not just to talk but to /7ve. This means 
to do. And whenever we are doing 
something, we are cultivating and re- 
fining this relationship between our 
mind, our imagination, and our hands. 
We are asked to make ourselves a part 
of the “grace and truth’ which the 
Lord has made alive for us in his Son. 


This means that we have to let our- 
selves be stretched in our learning, 
even if it hurts and takes time. This 
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COLLEGE 


Stressing 


A CHRISTIAN MOTIVATION 
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Activities of the Student 
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means that we must submit ourselves 
to that kind of discipline that will, in 
the long run, bring out our most hu- 
man, creative qualities. 

Living is an art. Christian living is 
an art. Our artists know this, yet, there 
aren’t too many to be found in our 
churches. Why? Perhaps when they 
looked in the door, they did not find 
evidence of Christians living “‘art- 
fully” inside? 

The great divorce between the artist 
and the Christian shows the grave mis- 
understanding under which both live. 
The artist needs the Christian to bring 
him back into his rightful place in the 
fellowship of God's talented creatures. 
The Christian needs the artist to 
awaken in him that life which is too 
often undeveloped and unappreciated, 
that life which from the very begin- 
ning has been the central core of the 
Fellowship of the children of God. 


“It’s a big, wide, wonderful world 
we live in.” It is our task to discover 
this wonder ourselves according to the 
privilege given us by God. In this man 
to man Fellowship in Christ, we dis- 
cover the fine art of what it means to 
be a Creature. 


| TOPIC HELPS | 


How often have you listened or learned 
from your art teacher or choir director about 
the religious message of the arts? Have you 
invited them to talk to your Luther League 
on this topic? In what ways is a Christian 
limited by the world in which he lives? Or 
is he? What is the relationship between 
creating and caring? Is it a duty to use all 
the talents that God has given us? Why 
should we want to give our whole selves in 
service to God? 
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Host Committee N. Y.-N. E. Leaguers 
put up Welcome sign. 


. . . in this sign conquer” 


The buses begin to pull in 
—here is MOPLL with mops. 


" 
1 
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Immediate past- 
president, Judy Ford 
as she opened the 
convention. 


Bailey Hall, center of 
LLA convention activities 
worship services, business 


sessions and programs 


nunmZZez—_ wn Cc ww 


Between 
sessions in front 
of Willard Straight. 


an’s relation- 
ip to God — © 
bject of daily 
ible studies. 


Study group led 
by Pastor Daniel 
Chu, from Ohio. 
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Luther League 
Presidents’ Workshop 


“D; 


Lunching in 
Willard Straight Hall 


Publicity workshop: 
planning format 
for league papers. 


1 
Nm 
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The altar setting in Bailey Hall for worship services. 
|. to r. A. Bauer, F. L. Conrad, P. Hoh, F. E. Reinartz 


“Missions Around the World’ Panel Tuesday evening. 
I. to. r., Moderator Dr. Ralph Loew, Juan Cobrda, Melton Clinton, Winston Bone, 
Desmond Hamlet, K. Devasahayam, Tennyson Liu. 


SPACE ISN’T 
FAR ENOUGH 


scene from Dr. 
obert Huldschiner’s 
lay directed by Pas- 
or John Kulsar. |. to 
. Helene Ulrich, Sue 
», Heinrich, Pastor 
ean Sudman, Judy 
AcWilliams and 
tave Ziegler 


nmmAxzArSmMn-OZ 


Baws: 


Squaws from 
Eastern Canada 


Central States 
War Dancers 


A row of signs with 
sleaguers from 


vwnmm—TrOe M—w 


G. Elson Ruff, Editor 
of the Lutheran and 
speaker at daily 
morning worship 
services chats with 
leaguers. 


Dr. George Harkins, 
Secretary to Dr. Fry 
congratulates newly- 
elected Execs.: (I. to 
r.) Dot Davis, Arnold 
Tiemeyer, Dr. Hark- 
ins, Bob Menges, 
John Hofer, Jr. 


LLA’s Exec. Secy., Dr. F. 
Leslie Conrad talks with 
the heads of the other 
youth groups involved 
in merger talks. (I. te 
r.) Leslie Lurvey, Wilton 
Bergstrand, Harald 
Petersen, Dr. Conrad. 


a)e, 


arewell to CU 


All photos by Leon V. Kofo 


The Luther League of America 


2900 Queen Lane Philadelphia 29, Pa. 


Executive Staff 
Executive Secretary 


THE Rev. LESLIE CONRAD, JR. 


Associate Secretaries 


THE Rev. ARTHUR O. F. BAUER 
At Daty—Youth Associate 


Executive Committee 


Officers 
ROBERT. MENGES facie tt cise aus ene President 
43 W. Broadway, Gettysburg, Pa. 
JOHN, HOFER, JR. .cccute sso se Vice President 
2661 Garland, Cincinnati 9, Ohio 
DOROTHY DAVIS ..cccesssecsseceeee Secretary 


67 E. Catherine St., Binghamton, N.Y. 


ARNOLD TIEMBYER ...-cseceeeeseses Treasurer 
1644 S. 11th Avenue, Maywood, IIl. 
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Members-at-Large 
Term 1957-61 


Davip ANGERSBACH, St. Mark’s Lutheran Churc 
Marion and Winter Sts., Salem, Ore.; THE RE 
Davip R. GERBERDING, 2310 Stevens Ave. S« 
Minneapolis 4, Minn.; J. LutTHER MAUNEY, JI 
2817. Longview Ave., S.W., Roanoke, a 
CHARLES Pascokz, Jr., Room 211, Firesti: 
Hall, Wittenberg University, Springfield, Ohi 
ROBERT WALTERS, 14925 Penrod, Detroit 2 
MIcH.; Jupy Forp Houser, vig He 274, Nort 
Cherryville, N. C., Immediate Past Predidede, 


Term 1959-63 

Mr. MARION CLARK, Nesters College, Ne 
berry, S. C.; THE Rev. Paut ErIcKson, Roc 
520, West Adams St., Chicago 3, IIll.; Epp 
Ricks, Lutheran Theological Southern Seminat 
Columbia 3, S. C.; Jerry SMITH, Apt. A-3, L 
theran Theological Seen Gettysburg, P 
HELENE ULRICH, 101 Bottomley Ave., So., Sask 
toon, Sask., Can. 


Division Chairmen 

Mary Lou MEINDERS, Christian vocation, C: 
thage College, Carthage, Ill.; Frep Retsz, Eva 
elism, Gettysburg College, Get sburg, P: 
Juv McWILLIAMS, Missions, 2 est Ferncl 
lace, Springfield, Ohio; CAROL JOHNSON, Soc! 
Action, 3429-32nd Avenue South, Minneapolis | 
Minn.; HELENE ULRICH, Recreation, 101 Botto 
ley Ave., So., Saskatoon, Sask., Can. 


MOVIES - 


by Eugene Hoeftmann 


a PRIVATE’S AFFAIR 
Dth Century-Fox 

Three young men in the military 
2rvice meet three young women, what 
Ise? Especially when the boys are Sal 
Aineo, Barry Coe and Gary Crosby, 
nd the girls are Christine Carere, Bar- 
vara Eden and Terry Moore. Somewhat 
omplicated plot fails to jell but in 
cinemaScope and DeLuxe Color per- 
1aps it doesn’t matter! Even Jim 
3ackus gets lost in this one. 


ILLOW TALK 
Jniversal-International 

Rock Hudson, man about town with 
. record of many conquests, works the 
sashful Texan routine on bachelor girl 
Doris Day. His somewhat less than 
1onorable intentions are foiled, need- 
less to say, but not before the audience 
is let in on some titillating split screen 
sedroom and bathroom scenes. Sophis- 
icated production broadly played, 
glamorously gowned. Bouncy musical 
score with several likely song hits and 
one cute novelty (participation) num- 
ber “Roly Poly’. CinemaScope, East- 
man Color. With Tony Randall, Thel- 
ma Ritter and Nick Adams. 


IT STARTED WITH A KISS 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Showgirl Debbie Reynolds who al- 
ways said she’d marry only a million- 
aire does a fast fall for the physical 
charms of Air Force Sergeant Glenn 
Ford and a few days later finds herself 


(with him) in sunny Spain. Beginning 
to think perhaps she’s made a big mis- 
take she stalls the eager bridegroom, 
presumably to allow both of them time 
to think things thru. This can lead to 
complications (!) and there are many 
such, mostly on the racy side. A bright 
red out-of-this-world Lincoln Futura 
automobile plays quite a role. Gone is 
the ‘Tammy’ of several years back, 
this new Debbie is more like “B.B.” 
CinemaScope, MetroColor. 


THE DEVIL’S DISCIPLE 


United Artists release 

The American Revolution as seen 
from the British viewpoint is a dull 
and pointless thing, and Burt Lancaster 
and Kirk Douglas (peace-loving par- 
son and self-proclaimed scoundrel re- 
spectively) wouldn’t be much help to 
any cause. However, British General 
Laurence Oliver isn’t about to work 
very hard at anything either, unless 
you count the priceless shafts of dia- 
logue that he throws about! For the 
first hour you'll wonder why you're not 
leaving the theatre but if you stay with 
it the last 22 min. contains some of 
the fastest, funniest action seen in 
many a day. 


THE BLUE ANGEL 
20th-Fox 

Middle-aged bachelor professor (not 
out in the world much) meets up with 
music hall blonde, a real femme fatale, 
and the die is cast for him to wreck his 
whole life for love of her. Insists upon 
marrying her. Curt Jurgens and May 
Britt in a dreary drama, albeit it’s all 
dressed up in CinemaScope and De- 
Luxe Color. The advertising campaign 
on this is going to be pretty strong 
stuff. 


2M 


BOOKS - 


SO YOU’RE IN HIGH SCHOOL. By 
Mary F. and Ervin W. Detjen. New 
York: Whittlesey House, McGraw- 
Hill Book Company, Inc. 126 pages. 
$2.75. 


So you're a teen-ager. So you are 
not quite sure of high school. So 
you're not positive whether you should 
work and go to school at the same 
time. Tell ya’ what I’m gonna do; 
I'm going to suggest that you scan 
through ‘‘So You’re In High School.” 

In this rather small work are keen 
hints for that person who finds him- 
self in the important stage of life 
between junior high and college or 
out of school. 

The authors grasp well the tribu- 
lations of this age and relate many 
ideas on how to soar through high 
school with minor moments of mis- 
haps. 

They give hints on developing good 
study habits and what to study. They 
deal with everything from planning 
and conducting home room meetings 
to getting along with classmates. You 
and your family are carefully exam- 
ined with the horrible conclusion that 
YOU, the teen-ager, might be causing 
some conflicts in the home. 

Wise remarks are made concerning 
job opportunities in and out of school 
as well as your manners in the halls, 
on hikes and at hops. A wise choice 
of reading this would be indeed. 

—LARRY KETTLEHAKE 
Ingomar Ohio 
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GREGOR MENDEL: FATHER OF T 
SCIENCE OF GENETICS. By Har 
Sootin. New York: Vanguard Pre 
219 pages, bibliography and i 
dex. $3.00. 


Gregor Mendel was different an 
he admitted it. His is a success sto 
of a very special kind. He rose fro 
humble peasant background to t 
ofice of Abbot in one of Austria 
wealthiest monasteries. Yet we kno 
him for his pioneer experiments wit 
the sweet peas in the monastery ga 
den, experiments which unlocked on 
of the great secrets of nature an 
gave us our first real science 
genetics. 

Harry Sootin presents the man an 
his work. Mendel’s whole life, h 
struggle for education in a count 
where schools were geared for th 
rich and scientifically conservative an 
were all mixed up in politics, and hi 
search for his own special place i 
God’s plan, are told in fascinatin 
and quick-moving detail. The f 
ous experiments are described and e 
plained thoroughly in simple, unde 
standable terms with accompanyin 
charts and diagrams. Broad historic 
sketches of what was going on i 
Europe as a whole—and there w 
plenty of excitement—fills in a vivi 
picture of his world. 

A sensitive, sometimes amusing b 
always honest description of the lif 
of a dedicated Christian who fulfille 
his vocation in the professions o 
teaching and scientific research. Wh 
we too often think dull doings, h 
makes really inspiring and exciting. 

Very well-written for you biograph 
hounds and excellent for botany bu 
and science fans generally. (Che 


: 


mn Mr. Sootin’s other biographies 
“Michael Faraday” and “Isaac New- 
‘on.”’) 


WORDS OF SCIENCE AND THE HIS- 
TORY BEHIND THEM. By Isaac 
Asimov. Boston: Houghton-Mifflin 
Company. 250 pages, illustrated, 
indexed. $5.00. 


Where did the kangaroo get his 
aame? What does an octave on the 
piano have to do with tone frequency ? 
{f you’re puzzled by Pachyderm, pitu- 
itary and polymer and don’t know the 
difference between deuterium and your 
duodenum, “Words of Science’’ gives 
you a handy-dandy guide. 

Here are the definitions and history 
of these and many other ‘scarey’ words 
that sound and look like somebody 
might have thought of them in a bad 
dream. People think science is ‘hard,’ 
says Russian-born Dr. Asimov, be- 
cause they don’t know the lingo. The 
vocabulary of many-syllabled words 
seems foreign to us. But here he opens 
up some of the ‘secrets’ the scientists 
have (or that people think they have) 
with easy-to-read thumbnail sketches 
about the roots of the words, how 
they came to be used in the language 
of science and mathematics and about 
the people and experiments associated 
with them. 


The descriptions are each a full 
page long—and this is a large-size 
ook—many with helpful illustrations. 
No: all the words will be unfamiliar, 
either. Included are careful descrip- 
tions of where we get the words Tan- 
gent, Equator, Radar, Penicillin, and 
‘Calorie, as well as Aneroid, Angio- 
sperm, Carotid and Yttrium! Asi cit 


turns out, even the longest words can 
be cut up into easy-to-remember or- 
iginal parts! 

This makes clear, good reading as 
well as fun sleuthing in science and 
language. A complete index makes it 
also.a good reference book. 


AND AMEDEO ASKED, HOW DOES 
ONE BECOME A MAN? By George 
Mendoza. New York: George 
Braziller, Inc. 43 pages, illustrated. 
$2.50. 


Before you say you're too old for 
fairy tales, take a look at this one. 

Amedeo’s story is a fable about a 
boy who wants to know when and 
how he can become a man. All the 
answers he’s given are different—and 
unsatisfactory. It’s only when he and 
a friend are lost in their small boat on 
a rough sea that he finally realizes 
what the answer really must be. 

Amedeo’s story is everyone’s story, 
and this fable can either be simple or 
very profound, depending on how 
seriously you are taking your becom- 
ing an adult. 

The book is small. But it is a mas- 
terpiece of print and illustrations. 


LOOK 


You and the J. D. 
Love and Marriage 


The Epiphany 
You in Politics 
January LUTHER LIFE 


Ona ume 


by DAR ROA 


/ Ezekiel 37:15-28 

Here’s a prediction of the re- 
union of Judah and Israel under the 
reign of an everlasting King. Paul in 
Romans 11:15, 25, 26 compares this 
to the conversion of the Jews to Christ. 
Ezekiel regularly makes the Messiah 
central in Israel’s future. Is that true 
of you? 


Matthew 10:1-10 

When Christ called he also gave. 
His commands are our enablings. 
Cheering that Christ wanted Matthew 
along, for he had the bad reputation 
of the tax collector. Strong suggestion 
here that while foreign missions are 
needful we must also go to the lost 
sheep, tight around us. 


Matthew 10:11-15 

We observed yesterday that Mat- 
thew identified himself as the tax col- 
lector. He was not ashamed of his con- 
version. Christ does not ask them to 
find out who is Christian but who is 
worthy. Search out those who are re- 
ceptive. 


Matthew 10:16-23 

A Christian’s primary purpose 
in living, whatever his circumstances, 
is to bear testimony. In this we need 
not be anxious! Being saved is not 
merely raising a hand at a meeting that 
calls for decisions. It also calls for en- 
durance to the end, 22b. 
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Matthew 10:24-31 


If you are a disciple (follower 
of Jesus, what is your aim, 25? 2 
suggests that we have much to lose i 
not living in the forgiveness of sin 
Him refers to God, 28. Jesus though 
fully uses visual aids around him t 
drive home a point—sparrows sold fc 
a penny, amazing 30! 


Matthew 10:32-39 

It’s easy to overlook that tiny 
first word. It hooks the previous wit 
the present passage encouraging us t 
know that we need not fear as lon 
as we are living on the offensive, cor 
fessing Christ both by life and lip: 
Jesus is not demanding the dissolutio 
of our family. He is pointing up th 
necessity of a primary loyalty; see M 
6:22. This may involve extreme di: 
comfort, 38. 


Matthew 10:40-42 

God does offer rewards to Hi 
children. Observe carefully because h 
is a disciple. We work not for bt 
from forgiveness. Fruit is the normé 
growth of a healthy root. The root o 
faith is believing; the fruit of fait 
is behaving, even a cup of cold wate 
shared is a witness to Christ. 


Revelation 19:11-16 


This book uses language thi 
defies our usual thought modes. B 


heered when you feel defeated by this 
review of victory already available. 


Colossians 1:9-14 


If we assume that zt applies to 
ayer prompting news could you agree 
vith Paul, 9? Would the discipline of 

written prayer list help? A Jife 
vorthy of the Lord bears fruit auto- 
atically. This may not always be fully 
leasing to our friends. Thank God 
vhen tempted to discouragement, 13. 
Dur victory is assured in the forgive- 
2e55 of sins. Note that redemption is 
1ere coupled with the forgiveness of 
ins. Thus Luther makes this a focus 
f his theology. 


] Hebrews 11:1-15 

Every person in this magnifi- 
‘ent chapter is an invitation to dip 
yack into Old Testament history. Ob- 
erve the valuable relation between 
‘aith and divine approval. List the re- 
sults of faith suggested. For example 
»y faith we understand. Underline 6a. 
faith, practicing the promises, permits 
-ven power beyond ourselves, 11. Con- 
rast 7f, 15 with but, 16. 


] John 3:16-21 

16 has been called ‘the Bible 
n the nutshell.” 17 needs to be quoted 
as often as 16. Underline 18a. This is 
he judgment that comes to every man 
n this life—accepting or rejecting 
Christ. Thus Christians will not ex- 
erience that judgment after death, 
john 5:24. Note that believes issues 
nto does, 21. 


{2 Il Cor. 5:1-10 


Compare we know (1,6) with 
guarantee, 5. Death no longer terrifies. 
We can relax for He... has prepared 


heaven as our home and fhe spirit as 
(our) guarantee. Much more appro- 
priate for a Christian to speak of death 
this way than of having “expired” or 
“passed on.’ What's your aim, 9? 


/ Hebrews 11:17-31 

List the results of an active 
faith. Faith needs to be tested, 17. Sig- 
nificantly Abraham is identified not as 
an oriental potentate, or a fine church- 
man, but fe who had received the 
promise. Faith floods out fear, 23. Is 
it wrong for us to look to the eternal 
reward, 26? 


/ Revelation 21:1-7 

It would be difficult to present 
a more glorious picture of conquer- 
ing faith than this. What does God 
promise, 3-4? This newness begins 
now. Am I living as one who has been 
made new today in the forgiveness of 


sins? 
15 I John 2:18-23 

Anti-Christ is found nowhere 
else in the Bible but commonly is iden- 
tified with the “Man of sin” of 2 
Thess. 2 and the “beast” of Revela- 
tion 13, though the Bible does not 
make this comparison. John points up 
an Apostasy (falling away) that would 
atise within the family of God. Ac- 
cording to 23 it is not enough to “‘be- 
lieve in God” to be a Christian. 


| Matthew 24:1-8 

Jesus constantly used objects 
around him to drive home his points. 
Although confirmation is intended to 
make our faith firm, 60% of youth 
I've polled are uncertain of their sal- 
vation. Substitute Christ’s can include 
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popularity, excellence, cars, friends, 
intellect, even oneself. 
/ 7 Matthew 24:9-14 

You will be hated, so there is 
little reason why a Christian should 
make popularity, being in good with 
everybody, his goal. Opposition is to 
Christ within us not to us. Being 
saved involves not only an initial crisis 
but a continual process; we need to 


claim not only forgiveness of sins but 
power to endure. 


/ Matthew 24:29-35 

The tribulation has offered 
many theological debates. Every fall- 
ing star is a reminder of Christ’s word 
here. How can all the tribes of the 
earth ... see the son of man coming? 
Imagine yourself viewing this victory 
now. How do you picture power and 
great glory? 


/ Matthew 24:36-44 

44 is the climax of the para- 
graph, Christ’s point is illustrated in 
what four ways? To check on the days 
of Noah compare Genesis 6-7. Do you 
find any relationship between our 
ballyhoo of Reno and 38? Does 40-41 
suggest that God is partial? Compare 
John 5:24. The invitation is to all; 
God is not responsible for our reject- 
ing his free salvation. In what ways 


can we watch? 
2 Matthew 24:45-51 

How would you answer Christ's 
question, 45? Blessed in its primary 
Biblical meaning is “intensely happy.” 
Faithful stewardship is an avenue to 
such joy, 46. And faithfulness begets 
further responsibility, 47. 
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WA | Il Thessalonians 2:1-12 
Paul wrote his first letter to 
friends at Thessalonica to tell of t 
sudden and unexpected coming of t 
Lord. He wrote this second lett 
shortly after the first to explain th 
the Lord’s coming will not be un 
after the falling away. There is gene 
agreement that the church is now { 
from being what the Savior wou 
have it be. In what way do you cc 
tribute to this “falling away” ? 
Luke 10:11-28 


2 Jesus deftly teaches great pri 
ciples by couching them in delight! 
tales, 26. Parable means an illusti 
tion alongside of a truth to expla 
its meaning clearly. Each Biblical p: 
able, like a ball resting on a plate 
glass touches the glass at only o 
point, has but one central point to 
We distort its meaning when we t 
to interpret every part of the parak 
without relation to this central pt 
pose. What would you say is the poi 
to this parable? How much 
your confirmation instruction have ys 
forgotten so far? Why ? 
John 5:19-24 


2 On this side of the grave Jes 
is to us the son (who) gives life, o 
death-defeating Savior. On the oth 
side of the grave He is given by t 
Father all judgment. Have you ev 
heard God’s Word? Do you believe i 
To believe Christ is to have eternal li 
and to escape judgment. Believing 
Christ permits us to pass from death 
life even before the undertaker cal 
Underline has. 


Hebrews 10:26-31 

Romans 3:23 reminds that we 
vill all continue to sin and regularly 
1eed fresh forgiveness. But deliberate 
in removes us from a willingness to 
‘sk for forgiveness. Thus the Savior 
nust become our Judge. The previous 
aragraph, especially 24-25 underlines 
he value of Christian fellowship for 
keeping us from straying far into un- 
confessed sin. 


Joel 2:12-17 

If you can take time to read 
she whole of this little book (only three 
chapters) you will notice that an ap- 
oalling famine caused by an unprece- 
dented plague of locusts and prolonged 
drought had left the land devastated. 
In response to prayer, God removed 
the locusts giving the prophet a chance 
to speak about the terrible judgment 
yet to come. God’s judgment is always 
tempered with mercy for those willing 
to accept. 


2 Genesis 8:20-22 

God’s judgment has already 
been announced. We need not wait 
until “judgment day” to get His final 
verdict on the main issues. Here’s one, 
21b. Poll your friends and teachers. 
Ask, “Do you believe that people are 
really good or evil?” Popular answers 
disagree with the Bible’s. Even Jesus 
stresses our being evil, Mat. 7:11. But 
this bad news is countered with Christ's 
good news! 


2 Isaiah 49:14-29 

Did you ever feel like 14? 
What arguments are marshalled in 
15ff to rescue from feeling forsaken? 
Underline I will not forget you. The 
tension of being built up and torn 


down is beautifully stated in 17. It’s 
so easy for us to look down rather than 
up. Gravity helps our heads hang, so 
does devastating self-pity. 


2 Hebrews 12:22-29 

What picture does this para- 
graph present about the final Judgment 
to you?... who are enrolled in heaven 
underscores our belief that when a 
Christian dies, he immediately shares 
his Savior’s presence. Our God of love 
is also a God of law worthy of awe. 
His love and wrath, mercy and justice 
are constant twins. Mature Christians 
are grateful for both. 


7, Psalm 24 


Does the first paragraph en- 
courage nature study, conservation of 
our natural resources, praise of work 
in His world? Tremendous insight 
waiting as we connect 3 with 4. Do you 
want to soar into song as you read 
7-10? Selah is not to be read, prob- 
ably indicates a musician's pause. 


3 Hebrew 2:1-4 

It’s a little hard to stand to 
watch when we're in a hurry. Have 
you blocked off a definite time for be- 
ing alone with God in study and prayer 
each day. Then you can /ook forth to 
what he will say! Modern advertis- 
ing has capitalized on 2. 


3/ Isaiah 35:1-2 


The new creation! God prom- 
ises that, when he saves Israel, the 
desert will bloom and rejoice. Chris- 
tians believe that the beginning of the 
new Creation and the beginning of 
Eternal Life have come in Christ. We 
look forward to the revelation of the 
majesty of God in the Second Coming 
and the blooming of the desert. 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 


track-hoppers 


N October column of Earl Wilson 

featured one of the better known 
—if not the best known—Lutheran 
Hollywood and TV actresses. Among 
the “few million words” Earl claims 
to have heard from her interviewed 
lips were these comments about her 
church work: 

“T’m startin’ to live now from in- 
side. I’m getting my kicks from my 
church. I only want to do good things 
for people. I’ve become mature for the 
first time in my life—hell of a thing 
to be saying at 38. 

“Do two shows a week! The pastor 
of my church, the Beverly Hills Luth- 
eran, comes to my studio every other 
day. The crew yells ‘Hi Pastor!’ You 
should have seen my cotton-pickin’ 
house when the Sunday school kids 
came over to do the Easter show. The 
Pastor said ‘‘Why shouldn’t a church 
show be as good as one in Vegas?’ 
Well, honey, the parents were raising 
hell because I was so tough on the 
kids. I wouldn’t let ’em up. 

“For my church,” she reiterated, ‘I 
do the Easter and the Christmas shows, 
and I play the Sahara in Las Vegas. 
I cover both sides of the tracks. 
(Italics Clatter’s.) 

It isn’t often that a Lutheran lay 
person, who rates the headlines, is 
willing to make print-worthy state- 
ments about her church activities. 
Here’s one gal that is! And there are 
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several noteworthy features in her run 
ning commentary. Let’s look at them 

1. She’s publicly-proud of her Lu 
theran Church affiliation, and admit 
that her church has affected her “inne 
life” for good! 

2. Both she—and her large studi 
staff—welcome her Lutheran pastor’ 
periodic pop-calls on the studio’ 
premises. 

3. She’s interested enough in he 
own Lutheran congregation to shar 
her -talent with the youth of th 
church. 


4. She believes that a church-spon 
sored program should be as well-per 
formed as a_professionally-produce: 
Hollywood production. And she spare 
no effort or expense to impress upot 
churched kids and their parents wha 
it takes to put on first-class Easter an: 
Christmas church-originating T\ 
shows. 

5. We could add facetiously, sh 
admits—with emphasis—there’s a hell 
(That’s more than a lot of non-swear 
ing church folks will admit!) 

But she’s still pretty much a “typica 
church member’’—according to he 
own confession: “I cover both side 
of the tracks.” 

Until that day dawns when she i 
willing to operate on the recognize 
religiously-right side of the track 
then she has not yet arrived as a pra 
ticing Lutheran church member. 

And the same goes for you! 


